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WILLIAM  SAVERY, 


A  SKETCH, 

By  Dr.  Lettsom . 


In  recollecting  an  absent  friend,  those  pe¬ 
riods  of  social  intercourse  and  conversation, 
which  delighted  the  mind  and  improved 
the  understanding,  are  recalled  with  ex¬ 
alted  pleasure.  When  that  friend  is  for 
ever  removed  from  us,  by  the  dispensa¬ 
tions  of  Him  who  gave  existence,  and  in 
wisdom  calls  from  works  to  rewards,  the 
recollection  of  scenes  past,  never  more  to 
be  enjoyed,  throws  a  sedateness  and  sen¬ 
sibility  over  the  mind,  which,  however 
affecting,  it  is  wont  to  renew,  and  delights 
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to  cherish ;  for,  in  the  reflections  which  a 
virtuous  character  revives,  in  recalling  the 
past,  it  is  led  to  contemplate  the  future, 
and  to  annex  the  fruition  of  those  enjoy¬ 
ments,  which  for  ever  crown  that  piety 
which  governed  and  chastened  the  affec¬ 
tions  in  this  present  stage  of  existence. 

With  this  kind  of  pensive  retrospect,  I 
have  often  indulged  the  remembrance  of 
those  pleasing  and  instructive  moments, 
which  I  have  enjoyed  in  the  society  of  the 
deceased  William  Sayeky,  of  Phila¬ 
delphia,  during  his  visit  here ;  where, 
by  the  persuasive  influence  of  strong  na¬ 
tural  powers  of  mind,  exalted  by  the 
stronger  powers  of  religion,  he  mingled 
condescension  and  cheerfulness  with  ani¬ 
mated  conversation;  and,  without  being 
obtrusive,  the  importance  of  his  reflections 
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arrested  attention,  and  the  manner  of  con¬ 
veying  them  made  them  impressive.  He 
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had  seen  much  of  the  world,  and  deeply 
studied  mankind  ;  and  his  various  remarks 
were  no  less  ’profound  than  interesting. 
High  as  the  gifts  are,  with  which  man  is 
endowed,  he  did  not  forget  to  appreciate 
also  his  imbecilities,  and  to  cherish  a 
lenient  disposition  in  judging  of  human 
frailties :  he  endeavoured  to  promote  re¬ 
ligion,  by  exhibiting  the  true  enjoyments 
annexed  to  virtue,  rather  than  by  enforcing 
the  terrors  consequent  on  vice — by  inspir¬ 
ing  her  votaries  by  the  love  of  virtue, 
rather  than  by  the  dread  of  punishment  ; 
for  he  thought  that,  if  truth  were  rightly 
heard,  it  would  be  followed ;  if  it  could 
be  seen,  it  would  be  obeyed  :  and  thus  he 
possessed  the  felicity  of  enforcing  religion 
by  her  attractions,  and  promoting  truth 
by  its  sublime  pleasures ;  u  When  vir¬ 
tue  is  present,  (saith  Wisdom^  iv*  12,) 
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men  take  example  of  it ;  and  when  it  is 
gone,  they  desire  it.” 

The  deep  impression  which  his  public 
testimonies  had  produced,  (testimonies 
which  had  been  delivered  in  places  not 
usually  appropriated  to  the  Society  of 
Friends,)  had  extended  his  general  esti¬ 
mation  ;  and,  in  the  exercise  of  his  re¬ 
ligious  duties,  he  was  followed  by  different 
ranks  and  professors.  It  was  at  length 
intimated  to  him,  that  his  presence  would 
be  acceptable  to  the  royal  family  of  the 
British  empire ;  and  he  was  in  consequence 
introduced  by  his  countryman,  Benjamin 
West,  the  celebrated  painter.  The  king, 
with  his  wonted  affability,  entered  into 
conversation  with  this  intelligent  traveller, 
formerly  one  of  his  subjects,  and  kindly 
enquired  into  the  motives  of  his  visit  to 
Europe.  To  which  he  replied,  by  giving  a 
short  account  of  the  course  of  his  journey 
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through  different  parts  of  Europe;  and 
that  he  conceived  that  his  religious  mis¬ 
sion  called  him  particularly  to  visit  those 
not  of  his  own  society.  This  had,  in 
some  measure,  occasioned  him  to  attend 
upon  the  king  of  Prussia,  to  solicit  his 
protection  of  a  religious  society,  recently 
constituted  in  his  dominions,  and  from 
whom  he  received  a  favourable  answer; 
and  he  finished  his  narration  by  remarking, 
that  the  spirit  of  Christianity  breathed 
universal  charity.  To  which  the  king 
emphatically  replied,  “  Yes,  Mr.  Savery, 
Christianity  cannot  exist  without  charity;” 
and  graciously  prolonged  the  conversation, 
by  various  enquiries  respecting  the  Ameri¬ 
cans,  for  whom  he  expressed  a  continu¬ 
ance  of  parental  regard.  This  led  Wil¬ 
liam  Savery  to  communicate  to  the  king 
the  high  esteem  which  the  people  very 
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generally  entertained  for  him  ;  and  that' 
the  Society  of  Friends  Fad  always  pre¬ 
served  an  inviolable  attachment  to  his  per¬ 
son  and  family,  to  the  last  moment  of  the' 
American  revolution.  Indeed,  the  princes 
of  the  house  of  Brunswick  have  ever  ap¬ 
peared  sensible  of  the  loyalty  of  a  society 
which  never  produced  a  single  traitor  or 
conspirator ;  and  from  the  bosom  of  which 
originated  an  attachment,  founded  upon 
religious  duty  and  political  obligation; 
and  the  favours  conferred  upon  it  have 
ever  been  cherished  with  gratitude  by  its 
members.  It  was  a  saying,  indeed,  of  one 
of  them,  that  “  the  kings  of  this  line 
had  been  the  greatest  enemies  @f  the  so¬ 
ciety,  for  they  had  never  persecuted  it.” 
The  attention  and  kindness  of  the  queen 
was  no  less  condescending.  She  obli¬ 
gingly  introduced  the  princesses  to  our 
friend.  On  his  noticing  that  these  did  not 
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include  the  whole  number,  the  queen  in¬ 
formed  him  that  Mary  was  confined  in 
her  chamber  by  indisposition,  and  that 
Amelia  was  keeping  her  company.  “  If 
Mary  be  confined,  might  I  be  permitted 
to  see  Amelia?”  said  William  Savery,  “  as 
I  am  delighted  to  see  thy  children,  and 
their  becoming  appearance.”  The  queen 
instantly  addressed  the  princesses :  “  Do 
you  hear  what  Mr.  Savery  says  of  you  ?” 
The  princess  Amelia  was  now  intro¬ 
duced,  and  the  conversation  was  maintain¬ 
ed  for  a  considerable  space  of  time,  before 
he  left  the  place.  I  have  dwelt  longer 
upon  this  interview,  on  account  of  its 
novelty,  and  the  great  condescension  of 
the  royal  family ;  to  whom  such  a  circum¬ 
stance  had  never  before  occurred,  and  pro¬ 
bably  never  has  occurred  in  the  palace, 
since  the  time  of  William  Penn.  The 
solid  and  dignified  appearance,  the  plain- 
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ness  of  the  dress,  and  the  singularity  of 
the  language  and  mode  of  address,  would 
tend  to  excite  curiosity,  and  engage  at¬ 
tention.  And  so  it  appeared ;  for  the 
princesses  collected  round  him,  listening 
to  his  conversation,  and  pleased  with  the 
sincerity  and  manner  of  conveying  his 
sentiments,  to  which  they  had  hitherto 
been  in  a  great  measure  strangers.  As 
he  retired  from  the  palace,  he  expressed 
his  hope  to  the  king,  that  the  war  (before 
the  peace  of  Amiens)  might  soon  termi¬ 
nate;  and  that,  in  lieu  of  it,  the  predic¬ 
tion  of  Isaiah  might  be  finally  accomplish¬ 
ed  ;  that  “  they  should  beat  their  swords 
into  ploughshares,  and  their  spears  into 
pruning-hooks !  nation  shall  not  lift  up 
sword  against  nation,  neither  shall  they 
learn  war  any  more.” 

In  his  delivery  in  public  speaking,  he 
was  easy,  clear,  and  impressive ;  his  voice 
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was  full,  melodious,  and  distinct ;  his  tes¬ 
timonies,  always  extemporary,  occupied 
usually  about  the  space  of  an  hour;  his 
action  was  temperate,  familiar,  and  inte¬ 
resting. 

From  a  disposition  mild  and  affection¬ 
ate,  as  has  been  noticed,  his  language 
breathed  conciliation  and  encouragement, 
and,  in  his  charity,  all  were  his  brethren  *. 
With  this  benevolent  bent  of  mind,  aided 
by  strong  rational  powers,  his  conversa¬ 
tion,  thus  tempered,  was  gratifying  to 
every  class  of  the  community ;  and  when 
he  conversed,  young  people  were  wont  to 
get  near  him,  to  listen  to  his  remarks, 
and  to  profit  by  his  counsel. 

In  person  he  was  of  a  firm  make,  but 
not  gross ;  placid  in  his  countenance,  and 

*  He  visited  some  persons  in  prison,  particularly  one 
man  under  condemnation  in  Newgate,  to  whom  his  coun¬ 
sel  and  admonition  were  very  acceptable. 
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dignified  ;  softened  with  great  affability,  in 
bis  manner  of  address,  and  always  with 
respectful  attention  to  those  engaged  in 
conversation  in  his  company;  for,  how¬ 
ever  urgently  his  conversation  might  have 
been  courted  by  his  friends,  his  deference 
to  society,  and  his  unassuming  manners, 
made  him  adverse  from  intruding  him¬ 
self,  and,  towards  others,  attentive  to 
hearken  and  to  learn. 

In  giving  this  short  account  of  a  distin¬ 
guished  character,  I  have  been  induced  to 
confine  it  within  the  limits  of  personal  ac¬ 
quaintance.  The  period  before  he  visited 
Europe,  he  was  unknown  to  me  ;  but,  from 
a  letter  I  have  perused,  which  relates  his 
death,  he  appears  to  have  been  very  highly 
esteemed  in  Philadelphia,  the  place  of  his 
residence.  Of  him  it  is  said,  “  Religion 
has  lost  one  of  its  brightest  ornaments, 
and  Philadelphia  one  of  its  most  valuable 
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citizens;  for  our  endeared  friend  is  no 
looker  with  us,  but  in  the  bosom  of  his 
heavenly  Father;  regretted  as  he  was  be¬ 
loved,  by  every  class  of  the  community 
here.”  This  was  fully  evinced  on  the 
occasion  of  his  interment,  which  was  very 
numerously  and  respectably  attended,  by 
his  once  fellow-citizens,  whose  affectionate 
remembrance  was  sealed  on  his  grave. 

In  his  temporal,  as  well  as  in  his  re¬ 
ligious  engagements,  he  was  active,  ar¬ 
dent,  and  zealous.  “  In  the  Lord’s  house 
there  is  no  room  for  the  slothful,”  was  a 
sentiment  he  had  early  adopted.  His 
persevering  exertions  in  the  service  of  the 
church ;  his  constant  labours  in  the  minis¬ 
try  of  the  gospel,  as  they  were  connected 
with  body  and  mind,  gradually  under¬ 
mined  his  constitutional  strength,  and 
brought  on  an  hydropic  affection,  which 
terminated  his  life,  on  the  19th  of  June, 
1804,  at  the  age  of  forty-eight. 
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It  might  consistently  be  suggested,  that 
a  life  so  usefully  spent  as  that  which  now 
terminated,  was  the  happy  transition  of 
the  deceased  from  works  to  rewards ; 
whilst  surviving  friends  might  regret  the 
removal  of  so  much  worth,  long  and  use¬ 
fully  employed.  The  tears  of  grief  over 
such  a  character,  are  no  less  honourable  to 
the  memory  of  the  deceased,  than  to  the 
feelings  of  humanity,  to  the  gratitude  of 
affectionate  remembrance,  and  to  the  ties 
of  virtuous  friendships.  As  he  lived  to  pro¬ 
mote  universal  charity  in  its  genuine  sense  ; 
which,  as  Bishop  Atterbury  well  defined 
it,  is  “  a  love  of  God,  which  works  by 
the  love  of  our  neighbours,  is  greater  than 
faith  or  hope;”  and  which  implies  living 
to  the  glory  of  God;  so  he  exemplified  it 
in  the  last  words  he  was  heard  to  utter, 
“  Glory  to  God,”  and  then  expired. 


DISCOURSES,  &c. 


■  ■»— — 

FIRST  DISCOURSE. 

a  I  therefore ,  the  Prisoner  of  the  Lord ,  beseech  you, 
se  that  ye  walk  worthy  of  the  vocation  wherewith  ye 
i(  are  called :  with  all  lowliness  and  meekness ,  with 
ee  long  suffering,  forbearing  one  another  in  love.  En- 
u  deavouring  to  keep  the  unity  of  the  spirit  in  the 
“  bond  of  peace.  There  is  one  body ,  and  one  spirit , 
“  even  as  ye  are  called  in  one  hope  of  your  calling ; 

One  Lord ,  one  faith,  one  baptism  ;  One  God  and 
“  Father  of  all :  who  is  above  all,  and  through  all , 
ee  and  in  you  all  V* 

These  words,  or  nearly  these,  were  the  ex¬ 
pressions  of  one  of  the  Apostles,  which  have 
taken  hold  of  my  mind  since  I  last  sat  down, 
and  they  have  brought  with  them  the  remem- 
brance  of  the  unwearied  labours  of  the  primi¬ 
tive  believers,  for  the  preservation  of  the  unity 
of  spirit  in  the  bond  of  peace ;  that  there  might 

*  Ephes.  iv.  1—6, 
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be  no  rents  or  schisms  found  among  us,  and 
that,  being  called  with  the  same  hope  as  they 
were  called,  we  all  might  be  found  one  in  Him 
in  whom  they  have  believed.  And  I  believe, 
my  friends,  that  it  ought  to  be  the  concern  of 
every  gospel  minister  this  day.  Indeed,  I  can 
say,  when  my  mind  is  most  encouraged  with 
hopes,  the  most  ardent  desire  that  I  feel  is,  that 
notwithstanding  there  have  many  divisions  taken 
place,  yet  the  Lord  may  again  so  reveal  himself 
to  his  professing  visible  church,  so  as  to  bring 
us  all  back  into  unity  of  spirit  in  the  bonds  of 
unspeakable  peace.  And  I  have  no  doubt  at 
all  in  my  mind,  but  that  every  jot  and  tittle  of 
the  prophetic  declaration  of  the  Lord’s  servant 
will,  in  due  time,  be  fulfilled;  that  the  church 
will  at  length  be  one,  and  her  name  one;  they 
will  all  speak  the  same  language,  and  the  watch¬ 
men  will  all  see  eye  to  eye. 

And  it  may,  my  friends,  be  brought  about  by 
a  variety  of  circumstances,  unfathomable  to  hu¬ 
man  wisdom;  for,  indeed,  all  human  wisdom  is 
confounded  in  searching  the  things  of  God. 
But  the  glorious  dispensation  wherein  we  live, 
-whenever  and  wherever  it  is  submitted  to,  pro¬ 
duces  the  same  effect  as  it  did  in  the  beginning: 
it  confounds  the  wisdom  of  the  wise;  it  brings 
to  nought  the  understanding  of  the  prudent,  so 
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that  no  flesh  shall  glory  in  the  Lord’s  presence; 
that  no  man  might  say  that  others  teach  him ; 
but  that,  by  God’s  holy  spirit,  he  was  enabled 
to  search  the  deep  things  of  the  mystery  of  his 
glorious  kingdom. 

This  is  my  faith,  and  it  remains  to  be  very 
evidently  so.  Human  wisdom  is  sufficient  in 
many  respects  for  our  accommodations  through 
this  temporary  abode:  it  may  keep  us  in  some 
degree  of  rectitude;  and  amongst  men,  it  may 
also  conduce  greatly  to  the  happiness  of  indivi¬ 
duals;  and,  if  closely  attended  to,  it  may  be  of 
service  to  nations  and  kingdoms.  But  when 
we  speak  of  it,  as  fathoming  the  everlasting 
mystery  of  God’s  kingdom,  I  believe  we  shall 
always  be  short. 

It  is  not — it  cannot  be,  that  through  the  fallen 
wisdom  of  man,  he  can  take  in  the  knowledge 
of  things  divine  and  spiritual.  It  was  not  so  in 
the  primitive  church.  Though  Paul  was  a  great 
man,  who  was  brought  up  at  the  feet  of  Gama¬ 
liel,  and  was  skilful  in  all  the  learning  of  his 
time,  it  was  not  this  learning  that  made  him  a 
minister  of  the  gospel;  for  by  this,  and  while 
he  continued  merely  subject  to,  and  under  the 
dominion  of  this  wisdom,  he  was  a  persecutor 
of  those  that  preached,  and  lived  in  the  faith 
as  it  is  in  Jesus  Christ.  What  made  him  a 
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minister  tiien?  Why,  when  it  pleased  Go d, 
said  he,  in  revealing  his  Son  Jesus  Christ,  he 
was  not  disobedient,  he  was  not  gainsaying  to 
the  will  of  God;  but  when  he  believed  himself 
called  in  this  manner,  he  went  forth,  but  not 
with  the  enticing  words  of  man’s  wisdom,  but 
in  the  foolishness  of  the  cross.  For  though  he 
was  a  great  and  learned  man,  he  was  first  hum¬ 
bled  before  he  could  be  a  great  man  in  the 
promoting  of  the  truth  of  the  gospel  upon 
earth.  He  was  to  be  reduced,  he  was  first 
alarmed;  and  the  first  lesson  which  all  ought 
to  learn  is,  "  If  any  man  will  be  wise,  let  him 
first  become  a  fool.” — “  If  any  man  believe,  or 
say,  that  he  knows  any  thing,  he  knows  nothing 
as  he  ought  to  know;”  for  so  says  the  Apostle. 

Now,  my  friends,  it  may  appear  very  extra¬ 
ordinary  doctrine  at  this  time  of  day,  but  it  was 
such  as  the  apostles  preached,  such  as  they 
had  approved,  and  by  means  of  which  they  ob¬ 
tained  the  ministry  of  reconciliation,  which  they 
had  received,  and  first  were  taught:  that  no 
man  could  know  of  the  things  that  God  had 
sent,  but  by  the  spirit  of  God,  who  revealed  it 
to  them :  this  was  the  foundation  of  their  learn- 
ing  in  the  school  of  Christ,  and  other  founda¬ 
tion  can  no  man  lay ,  than  that  which  has  already 
been  laid.  This  I  am  persuaded  of  in  iny  own 


mind,  that  we  must  all,  not  only  the  ministers 
but  all  those  that  would  have  a  part  in  Christ, 
that  would  indeed  enjoy  an  inheritance  with 
him— they  must  all  be  taught  of  him  and  learn 
of  him;  they  must  lean  upon  his  arm,  who  is 
the  glorious  and  blessed  deliverer  of  his  people; 
they  must  have  their  exalted  imaginations  cast 
down;  they  must  know  and  feel  the  power  of 
his  word,  to  bring  them  into  humility,  that  they 
may  be  taught  of  him.  And  I  believe  there  is 
an  assent  to  the  truth  of  this  in  many  solid 
seeking  minds  that  are  now  present.  Though 
human  learning  and  science  in  itself,  when  pro¬ 
perly  applied  for  the  purposes  which  it  is  fitted 
and  designed  for,  are  by  no  means  to  be  de¬ 
spised  ;  nay,  when  those  who  are  qualified  with 
what  is  called  a  liberal  education,  are,  by  the 
influence  of  the  spirit  of  Jesus  Christ,  brought 
down  into  a  true  Christian  state,  they  may  he 
eminently  qualified  for  the  promoting  of  truth 
and  righteousness  in  their  day.  So  that  1 
would  not  have  you  mistake.  We  make  a  dis¬ 
tinction,  it  is  true;  but  when  the  Lord  unites 
them,  when  he  lays  his  hand  upon  those  that 
have  many  advantages  in  the  world,  he  may 
make  them  greater  instruments  in  his  hand.  But 
I  may  also  say,  that  some  of  the  greatest  orna¬ 
ments  that  ever  I  have  known  in  the  church  of 
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Christ,  who,  I  believe,  were  qualified  for  the 
preaching  of  the  gospel  in  the  demonstration  of 
the  spirit  and  of  power,  have  been  even  among 
those  that  have  had  little  advantages  of  this 
kind.  As  it  was  in  the  beginning,  the  same 
eternal  power  reigns :  the  God  that  command¬ 
ed  light  to  shine  out  of  darkness  having  shone 
in  their  hearts,  they  dwelled  and  abode  in  those 
vocations  wherewith  they  were  called,  and  they 
have  become  ornaments  in  the  church,  and  dig¬ 
nified  ministers  of  Christ.  But,  my  friends, 
what  I  most  want  is,  to  see  the  people  brought 
back  again  in  essential  matters;  for  I  believe 
that  many  of  all  denominations  believe  in  the 
revelation  of  the  spirit  of  the  God  of  peace, 
and  that  it  is  able  to  instruct  them  in  the  way 
to  everlasting  peace,  and  are  willing  to  wait  for 
it,  and  desiring  to  receive  it.  There  are  many 
sheep,  as  Christ  said,  who  hear  my  voice,  and  I 
know  them,  and  they  follow  me,  though  they 
may  be  little  known  of  the  world.  “  My  sheep 
they  hear  my  voice,  and  I  know  them,  and  they 
follow  me ;  and  I  will  give  them  eternal  life,  and 
none  shall  be  able  to  pluck  them  out  of  my 
hands.  My  Father,  who  gave  them  to  me,  is 
greater  than  all,  and  none  shall  be  able  to  pluck 
them  out  of  my  heavenly  Father’s  hands.”  O! 
that  you,  my  dear  fellow-pilgrims  and  Christians, 
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of  every  rank,  and  of  every  name,  may  experi¬ 
mentally  know  that  you  have  need  of  Christ ; 
then,  though  you  may  be  hidden  from  the 
world,  yet  the  Lord  knoweth,  the  Lord  heareth 
your  prayers,  the  Lord  will  magnify  his  power 
for  your  redemption  and  deliverance ;  and  no 
other  arm  can  deliver  you  from  the  power  of 
death  and  hell.  This  I  believe.  And  let  us,  my 
friends,  be  laying  aside  all  controversies,  about 
those  things  which  have  so  long  oppressed 
Christianity  by  contention.  I  think  you  will 
unite  with  me  in  saying  this  has  been  the  case. 
O !  how  much  needless  and  unprofitable  con¬ 
tention  there  has  been  in  the  church  of  Christ, 
in  the  professing  church  of  Christ;  for,  if  it 
had  been  true  and  solid,  (the  foundation  in 
Christ,)  there  would  have  been  no  such  con¬ 
tention.  This  is  my  faith:  they  would  have 
been  united  in  the  bonds  of  peace  and  union 
for  ever;  they  would  have  harmonized;  the 
same  divine  spirit  would  have  spoken  nearly  the 
same  language  in  all ;  there  would  have  been 
no  room  for  contention;  there  would  have  been 
no  necessity  for  contention,  if  the  church  of 
Christ  had  kept  hold  of  the  foundation  which 
God  laid  in  Sion;  and  if  they  had  remembered 
the  rock  upon  which  he  declared  he  would 
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build  his  church,  there  would  have  been  a  dif¬ 
ferent  appearance. 

Now  I  believe  the  same  divine  Lord  is  offer¬ 
ing,  in  everlasting  mercy  to  all  men,  to  bring 
them  back  again  into  this  bond  of  fellowship ; 
to  put  an  end  to  all  rents  and  divisions,  to  all 
contradictions  and  persecutions,  to  the  end  of 
the  world.  And  what  I  desire  very  much  is, 
that  all  people  may  have  faith  in  God,  and  in 
the  revelation  of  his  spirit,  so  as  not  to  let  us 
depart  from  the  ancient  doctrine.  It  is  here 
the  church  of  Christ  has  been  erring ;  by  de¬ 
parting  from  the  ancient  doctrine,  which  never 
was,  by  all  that  we  can  find  in  the  whole  New 
Testament,  designed  to  be  changed.  There 
never  wras  to  be  another  way,  nor  another  dis¬ 
pensation  to  after  ages,  than  was  granted  and 
given  to  the  primitive  believers.  This  1  am 
bold  to  declare. 

There  was  to  be  no  new  way  to  the  sheep- 
fold,  but  the  way  Christ  himself  declared  :  “  I 
am  the  door  into  the  sheep-fold.  By  me,  if  any 
man  enter,  he  shall  go  in  and  out  and  find  pas¬ 
ture.”  Well  then,  it  is  for  this  we  sit  down 
and  wait  in  silence ;  that  we  may  know  the  pro¬ 
mises,  which  are  yea  and  amen  for  ever;  that 
we  may  know  the  fulfilling  of  that  which  Christ 
has  promised — to  be  with  his  church  to  the  end 
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of  the  world.  “  Lo,  I  am  with  you  alway— to 
the  end  of  the  world.”  And  for  the  fulfilment 
of  this  promise,  there  are  many,  I  am  persuaded, 
that  not  only  wait  seriously  in  silence,  but  are 
waiting  and  meditating  upon  God,  and  who  are 
of  the  same  opinion  that  I  am.  And  this  is 
the  way,  the  most  effectual  way,  to  be  taught 
of  this  glorious  mystery,  which  God,  in  the 
riches  of  his  mercy,  teaches  to  all  those  that 
love  him.  But  men  are  carried  away  too  much 
with  practices  they  have  been  long  accustomed 
to:  we  are  more  filled  with  prejudices,  and  we 
have  a  great  deal  less  charity  about  us,  than 
some  would  suppose  themselves  to  have.  We 
do  not  judge  with  that  candour  and  impartial¬ 
ity  we  ought ;  nor  think  of  things,  even  of  the 
highest  importance,  as  we  ought  to  do;  as  wise 
men  and  wise  women,  as  heirs  of  immortality 
and  eternal  life.  Now  I  believe  here  is  a  large 
number  present,  who  really  are  enquiring  after 
the  truth,  and  who  are  solicitous  that  they  may 
know  the  truth  and  be  established  in  it,  more 
than  they  are  to  be  of  any  names  or  forms. 

Well,  I  believe  there  are  those  who  are  God’s 
favourite  children,  under  a  variety  of  forms  and 
observations,  that  I,  for  my  own  part,  feel  by 
no  means  to  be  essentially  necessary  to  believe 

b  5 


10 


of  any  importance,  nor  positively  commanded 
to  be  continued.  For  when  the  soul  is  in  love 
with  God,  has  found  the  living  and  eternal  sub¬ 
stance  of  all  the  shadows,  and  all  the  figures 
that  ever  were  in  the  world,  it  has  no  need  of 
elementary  things.  Why,  my  friends,  there  were 
many  types  and  figures  in  former  dispensations, 
that  were  commanded  for  a  time,  and  they  are 
said  to  be  a  school-master  to  bring  to  Christ, 
wdio  nailed  the  hand-writing  of  ordinances  to 
the  cross. 

But  let  every  man  be  persuaded  in  his  own 
mind ;  let  every  man  attend  to  the  light  of  Christ 
in  his  conscience,  and  follow  the  dictates  of  it 
fully  and  faithfully.  If  thou  believest  with  all 
thine  heart,  that  it  is  thy  duty  in  the  sight  of 
God,  to  be  plunged  into  water  in  the  name  of 
the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost,  according 
to  thy  faith  so  be  it  to  thee,  let  no  man  con¬ 
demn  thee.  Nevertheless,  I  believe,  that  when 
the  substance  of  all  types  is  fully  found  and 
felt,  when  he  reigns  in  his  kingdom  of  the  heart, 
when  he  seats  himself  there,  and  when  we  have 
to  partake  of  that  bread  which  came  from  hea¬ 
ven,  we  have  no  need  of  elementary  things,  for 
that  is  sufficient  for  the  soul  to  nourish  it  to 
eternal  life. 

There  were,  in  the  beginning,  many  of  the 
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primitive  believers  who  continued  for  a  season 
in  abundance  of  observations :  they  were  loath 
to  renounce  the  dispensations  that  were  passed 
away  by  the  coming  of  Christ;  and  even  when 
Christ’s  kingdom  was  come  into  the  hearts  of 
them  that  received  it,  and  when  he  had  finished 
his  work  his  Father  had  given  him  to  do,  and 
brought  in  the  glorious  dispensation,  by  which 
men  might  draw  nigh  to  God,  even  then,  there 
were  some  of  the  apostles  that  thought  it  was 
necessary  to  use  circumcision:  they  could  not 
leave  off  education,  they  could  not  leave  all  at 
once  those  forms  they  had  been  accustomed  to. 
Not  so  when  it  was  brought  to  the  council  at 
Jerusalem:  they,  according  as  they  felt  and 
understood  matters,  reasoned  concerning  them : 
they  heard  one  another  in  the  great  council  of 
Jerusalem.  But  what  was  the  result  of  this 
council?  Why  it  clearly  came  to  almost  an  end 
of  all  these  things;  and  the  day  of  Christ,  it 
appeared,  was  advanced:  they  did  not  think 
these  things  necessary.  They  said,  it  seemeth 
good  to  lay  upon  you  no  greater  burden  than 
that  ye  abstain  from  fornication,  from  things 
offered  to  idols,  from  things  strangled,  and 
from  blood:  these  were  all  the  council  at  Jeru¬ 
salem  laid  upon  believers — to  observe  no  greater 
burden ;  and  some  of  which,  at  this  day,  are  not 
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accounted  to  be  any  more  necessary  than  the 
washing  of  one  another’s  feet  was;  though  our 
Saviour  did  do  this,  to  manifest  that,  though  he 
was  Lord  of  all,  he  was  even  in  the  form  of  a 
servant  of  all,  and  condescended,  in  the  depth 
of  humility,  to  wash  his  disciples’  feet.  Here 
was  a  great  example  and  pattern.  “  And  he 
commanded  them  strictly,  (if  we  literally  take 
the  expressions  of  Scripture,)  as  I  your  Lord 
and  Master  have  washed  your  feet,  so  wash  ye 
one  another’s  feet.” 

Nevertheless,  I  believe  these  were  outward 
signs,  and  manifested  Christ’s  humility,  which 
he  wished  them  to  pattern  after  in  the  whole  of 
their  conduct,  and  tenor  of  their  lives;  not  con¬ 
fined  to  washing  of  feet  only,  but  that  they 
might  be  servants  one  to  another.  “  Let  him 
that  will  be  great  amongst  you,  be  the  servant 
of  all.”  O  that  ye,  my  friends,  may  set  aside 
all  the  contentions  concerning  these  things:  let 
every  man  be  persuaded  in  his  own  mind.  But 
let  us  come  to  essential  things,  those  things 
without  which  no  man  can  be  saved:  let  us 
search  more  after  things  that  are  certain,  great, 
and  fundamental  points  of  doctrine,  which  I  be¬ 
lieve  not  only  those  that  profess  a  faith  in 
Christ,  but  that  all  men,  of  all  nations,  of  every 
kingdom,  tongue,  and  people —people  that  have 


is 


the  fewest  advantages  among  the  race  of  man¬ 
kind,  yet  they  have  this  one  advantage.  The 
Lord  has  written  his  law  in  their  hearts,  he  has 
fulfilled  his  promise  that  he  declared  to  his 
prophet,  “  I  will  write  my  law  in  their  hearts, 

I  will  place  it  in  their  inward  parts so  that 
when  we  talk  of  men  as  of  different  nations, 
we  shall  find  that  they  all  agree,  if  they  are 
really  men  seeking  after  the  truth,  and  after 
that  foundation  which  will  bear  them  out  when 
they  come  to  put  off  mortality. 

All  men  will  acknowledge,  that  the  work  of 
righteousness  is  peace,  and  the  effect  of  righ¬ 
teousness  is  quietness  to  the  soul,  and  assurance 
for  ever.  All  men  acknowledge  this .  I  have 
been  amongst  some  men  that  have  been  called  by 
the  most  barbarous  name  of  savages.  I  have 
spent  a  great  deal  of  time  with  them,  aye,  some 
months ;  and  I  found  that  they  had  not  been  in¬ 
structed — they  had  not  had  the  great  advantage 
that  we  have.  The  preaching  of  the  gospel  was 
little  known  amongst  them ;  yet  clear  outlines  of 
what  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  requires  were 
written  upon  their  hearts.  They  could  say,  in 
terms  of  equal  importance,  verily  there  is  a  re¬ 
ward  to  the  righteous,  verily  there  is  a  God  that 
judgeth  in  the  earth  ;  verily  we  are  accountable 
beings,  verily  there  is  a  state  of  immortality; 
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there  is  a  blessed  and  happy  one  for  those  that, 
according  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge,  serve 
the  great  Spirit  in  this  world ;  who  do  no  wrong 
to  their  neighbour,  who  live  in  God’s  fear,  who 
lift  up  their  hearts  to  him,  and  implore  his  as¬ 
sistance.  These  are  the  sentiments  the  wild  in¬ 
habitants  of  America  are  taught,  whom  we  are 
pleased  to  call  Barbarians :  so  that,  (I  believe,) 
if  men  would  keep  to  the  foundation  ;  if  they 
would  not  scatter  hither  and  thither,  after  a 
variety  of  non-essential  things,  they  would 
sooner  be  brought  into  greater  harmony  and 
union ;  for  there  is  but  one  God  over  all,  who  is 
above  all,  and  through  all,  and  in  you  all.  Aye, 
may  some  say,  Is  he  in  us  all?  Why,  there  is 
nothing  more  continually  enforced  upon  us,  in 
all  the  doctrines  of  the  New  Testament,  than 
God  and  Christ  in  us,  the  hope  of  glory.  And 
I  believe  this  is  not  a  time,  for  those  who  have 
the  benefit  of  reading  the  Scriptures,  to  deny 
this.  It  is  a  great  benefit,  a  peculiar  advantage 
which  God  has  favoured  us  with  who  profess 
the  name  of  Christ:  it  would  be  a  great  advan¬ 
tage  to  some  of  you,  my  young  friends,  were 
you  more  acquainted  therewith.  If  there  was 
more  delight  in  reading  the  Scriptures,  than 
there  is  in  the  present  generation,  and  less  de¬ 
light  in  reading  those  things  that  make  a  jest 
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of  heaven  and  hell,  of  God,  and  all  things  se¬ 
rious,  I  believe  it  would  be  a  great  advantage 
to  many  of  the  rising  youth. 

I  know  that  I  for  many  years  so  abused  my 
time  in  reading  novels,  romances,  plays,  and  a 
variety  of  trumpery  of  this  kind,  that  I  had  no 
relish  for  the  Scriptures ;  and  when  I  was  brought 
to  read  the  words,  they  were  a  sealed  book  to 
me;  I  saw  nothing  in  them,  I  had  no  delight  in 
them;  I  would  take  them  up  and  lay  them  down, 
and  knew  none  of  their  value.  So  it  is  with 
many;  it  is  so  with  an  abundance,  both  in  Eu¬ 
rope  and  America.  Much  time  is  spent  upon 
trifles ;  upon  those  things  that,  instead  of  giv¬ 
ing  any  real  solid  enjoyment,  only  tend  to  banish 
all  those  rational  and  well-founded  pleasures 
and  enjoyments  which  the  Christian  experi¬ 
ences. 

This  is  my  testimony,  because  I  know  what  I 
say .  I  was  for  a  number  of  years  a  slave  to 
them:  I  know  where  they  led  me  to>  and  I 
know  where  they  led  me  from.  But  thanks  be 
to  God,  there  is  something  which  all  men  may 
experience  that  will  set  their  souls  at  rest — that 
will  relieve  them  from  an  anxiety,  after  every 
burden  of  the  passing  hour. 

A  man  that  loves  to  contemplate,  (and  it  is 
truly  consistent  with  the  dignity  of  a  rational  be- 
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log,  that  is  here  for  a  few  years,  and  presently 
makes  his  exit,  and  is  seen  no  more,)  a  man 
that  can  devote  his  leisure  hours  to  contem¬ 
plate  the  nobility  of  his  rank  in  creation,  the 
majesty  and  greatness  of  that  adorable  Being 
who  created  all  things  by  the  word  of  his  power, 
and  who  can  contemplate  that  glorious  scene 
that  awaits  the  righteous,  has  more  real  enjoy¬ 
ment  than  all  the  pleasures  ushered  into  the 
world.  And  this  I  am  persuaded  of,  that  a 
private,  sober  meditation,  and  an  evening’s  walk, 
of  a  wise  man  thus  informed,  is  indeed  the 
highest  gratification  that  noble  and  rational  be¬ 
ings,  as  we  are,  can  enjoy.  And  that  is  wherein 
I  want  you,  my  young  friends,  to  set  out  right. 
In  the  early  part  of  your  youth,  search  the 
Scriptures:  they  are  books  of  inestimable  value. 

One  of  the  great  men  of  this  nation,  who 
some  ages  ago  was  preparing  to  die,  when  he 
came  to  lay  down  his  head  upon  his  bed  of 
sickness,  and  saw  the  awful  hour  of  death  was 
come,  what  were  his  lamentations  and  expres¬ 
sions?  Why,  he  said,  O!  that  I  had  served 
my  God  as  faithfully  as  I  have  served  my  king: 
it  would  have  been  better  for  me  now!  He 
had  been  a  great  and  famous  statesman.  Now, 
my  friends,  this  was  his  experience,  and  it  may 
not  be  incompatible  with  the  Christian,  Ano- 
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ther  of  the  same  kind,  whom  I  do  not  now  re¬ 
collect;  but  it  was  another  man  of  eminence, 
that  said,  if  he  had  his  time  to  go  over  again  in 
this  world,  he  would  spend  much  of  it  in  read¬ 
ing  David’s  Psalms  and  Paul’s  Epistles.  And 
I  wish  you,  my  young  friends,  in  this  employ. 
Then  you  would  find  for  yourselves,  that  the 
doctrine  therein  contained  would  lead  you  to 
God’s  kingdom.  You  would  find  indeed  that 
God  was  nigh  unto  you.  “  He  is  not  (says 
Paul)  afar  off  any  one  of  you,  for  in  him  you 
move  and  have  your  being.”  This  was  their 
constant  testimony.  Nay,  before  the  coming 
of  Jesus  Christ,  they  acknowledged  his  divinity. 
And  shall  we  go  back,  and  say  it  is  no  such 
thing?  Did  not  Socrates,  and  Seneca,  and 
many  others  acknowledge  the  Divinity  was  he 
that  led  them,  that  showed  them  that  they  were 
immortal,  and  caused  them  to  aspire  after  those 
things  that  would  recommend  them  to  the  notice 
of  God,  and  to  great  and  everlasting  peace?  Oh ! 
my  friends,  there  are  a  cloud  of  witnesses,  from 
generation  to  generation,  that  the  Lord  has  rais¬ 
ed  up  in  this  manner,  to  declare  to  the  people, 
that  He  it  was,  and  He  it  is,  who  is  the  true 
teacher  of  all  wisdom,  of  all  that  wisdom  which 
cometh  down  from  him,  which  is  pure,  peace¬ 
able,  gentle,  and  easy  to  be  entreated,  full  of 
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mercy,  full  of  good  fruit:  and  it  is  by  this  wis¬ 
dom  that  we  should  be  brought  into  the  har¬ 
mony  that  I  have  been  speaking  of.  O!  that 
men  would  wait  for  it,  that  they  would  ask  for 
it,  and  that  there  were  more  who  practised  re¬ 
tirement  in  the  world,  and  more  sincerity  of 
heart,  even  in  our  prayers!  For  what  is  it  to 
be  saying,  “  Lord,  Lord,”  from  the  cradle  to 
the  grave?  If  we  are  not  desirous  to  be  taught 
of  him,  and  to  do  his  will,  what  will  it  signify? 
Many  in  the  hurry  of  life  do  not  consider  him 
sufficiently ;  but  when  they  are  brought  to  lie 
down  upon  a  sick  bed,  oh!  how  changed  do 
things  appear,  in  how  different  a  point  of  view. 
I  have  been  before  many  at  death!  I  have 
visited  the  chambers  of  those  that  have  been 
penitent!  I  have  heard  their  expressions: 
many  a  time  I  have  seen  the  work  of  the  Lord 
upon  them.  How  it  hath  changed  them !  One 
of  the  brightest  young  men  that  I  ever  knew, 
I  may  say,  the  delight  of  his  acquaintantance ; 
yea,  the  pride  of  all  gay  company,  who  was  the 
life,  or,  as  some  say,  the  soul  of  every  place  he 
visited,  for  his  gaiety,  humour,  and  wit.  Oh ! 
the  Lord  in  his  wisdom  did  not  suffer  him  to 
remain  in  this  way,  but  laid  his  hand  upon  him, 
and  laid  him  upon  a  sick  bed;  and  when  he 
was  there,  such  was  the  state  of  this  bright 
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young  man,  when  he  was  brought  to  see  that 
he  had  not  many  days  to  continue  in  this  stage, 
that  he  required  to  see  some  whom  he  thought 
were  religous;  and  when  he  saw  them,  oh! 
how  his  heart  was  tortured.  And  what  were 
his  expressions?  Why,  upon  this  wise:  "  I  have 
seen  abundance;  I  know  men  and  things;  I 
have  passed  through,  and  been  at  different 
courts;  I  have  tasted  a  great  deal  of  what  the 
world  call  enjoyments  in  this  earth ;  I  have  been 
educated  in  some  religious  principles,  but  I  saw 
they  were  too  narrow  for  me,  they  confined  me 
too  much,  there  was  not  room  and  liberty 
enough  for  me!  I  read  Bolingbroke  and 
Hume,  and  I  had  almost  encouraged  myself 
therein.  But  now  it  has  pleased  the  Lord  to 
bring  me  upon  this  bed  of  sickness,  I  have  a 
Physician ;  though  no  medical  aid  can  help  me 
now,  my  friends.” 

Whilst  he  was  in  this  state  I  went  to  him. 
I  found  him  wet  with  tears.  He  told  me  his 
former  companions  neglected  him;  and  he  said, 
u if  they  had  not  neglected  me,  they  would  have 
yielded  me  no  comfort;  they  would  have  been 
stings  to  my  conscience,  and  as  daggers  to  my 
heart,  because  I  have  been  in  this  state.  Now, 
(said  he,)  what  would  you  have  me  do  in  this 
situation?  O,  I  want  to  believe,  but  I  have 
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been  so  dark,  and  encouraged  these  principles 
so  long,  that  I  cannot  believe  as  I  ought  to  do.” 
Well,  this  was  truly  a  sorrowful  and  affecting 
scene  to  me;  and  so  it  would  have  been  to  many, 
if  they  had  been  present.  The  Lord,  no  doubt, 
is  rich  in  mercy,  and  I  trust  he  visited  his  soul, 
even  in  the  last  few  days  of  his  life;  and  to  him 
I  commit  it.  I  cannot  say  that  infinite  Love 
did  not,  even  at  that  late  hour,  accept  him. 
But  oh!  my  friends,  let  us,  while  we  have 
strength  and  liberty,  let  us  with  all  our  hearts 
apply  them  to  those  things  which  will  be  some¬ 
thing  to  lean  upon  in  such  an  hour!  For  this 
is  indeed  the  end  of  all  religion,  talk  of  it  as  long 
as  we  may,  so  to  live  as  not  to  be  afraid  to  die ! 
that  we  may  so  die,  when  it  shall  please  the 
Lord  to  separate  us  from  this  body,  that  we 
may  live  before  him  for  ever! 


SECOND  DISCOURSE. 

There  are  certain  obligations  that  are  the  same 
in  all  nations  and  countries ;  and  I  would  not 
have  you  believe,  my  friends,  that  when  I  spoke 
of  the  outward  and  typical  things,  such  as  wash¬ 
ing,  such  as  abstaining  from  blood  and  things 
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strangled,  which  are  not  observed  in  the  present 
day  by  a  large  number  of  Christians,  that  1 
meant  to  censure  any  part  of  the  moral  law* 
No:  I  believe  it  never  can  be  dispensed  with; 
but  not  that  the  whole  of  those  things  that  the 
councils  of  Jerusalem  forbad,  are  forbidden  in 
all  nations  as  an  eternal  decree.  I  thought  I 
might  so  far  explain  upon  this  head,  as  I  do  not 
know,  my  dear  friends,  when  it  may  please  the 
Lord  to  bring  me  with  you  again.  I  feel  my 
heart  bound  in  affection  to  many  of  the  citizens 
of  London,  I  wish  their  everlasting  welfare.  I 
seek  not  you,  nor  any  thing  that  is  yours,  to  my¬ 
self;  but  all  men,  and  my  own  soul  also,  to 
God:  that  we  may  with  reverence  of  soul  seek 
him,  if  happily  we  may  find  him;  that  those 
that  are  convinced  by  the  light  of  Christ  in  their 
consciences,  of  what  their  duty  is  to  God,  may, 
with  child-like  submission  and  obedience  to  his 
holy  will,  conform  to  it  in  all  things.  For  if  it 
has  pleased  God  to  enlighten  thee  in  any  mat¬ 
ter  or  thing,  as  soon  as  he  is  pleased  to  show 
thee  what  thou  oughtest  to  do,  and  thou  neg- 
lectest  thy  duty  therein,  then  thou  becomest 
condemnable  before  him.  No  man  will  be  con¬ 
demned  for  that  which  God  bath  not  shown 
him;  but  I  believe  it  is  possible  for  men  to 
neglect  the  means  of  obtaining  the  knowledge 


of  the  will  of  God.  Not  being  serious  enough, 
not  seeking  it  in  the  way  it  is  to  be  found ;  not 
asking  wisdom  of  him  who  gives  liberally  to  all 
men,  and  upbraideth  none.  Our  all  is  at  stake. 
If  I  am  an  enthusiast  in  these  things,  the  Lord 
preserve  me  an  enthusiast  to  the  end  of  my 
days.  I  believe  that  the  whole  world,  and  all 
the  advantages  that  any  can  obtain,  will  be  in¬ 
deed  as  the  smallest  dust  in  the  balance,  against 
the  salvation  of  the  immortal  soul:  therefore  it 
is  that  I  am  serious,  and  concerned  for  my  own 
soul,  and  for  those  of  others.  And  I  believe 
that,  if  those  who  are  convinced  of  the  ways  of 
truth  and  righteousness,  if  they  with  simplicity 
of  soul  acknowledge  the  truth,  and  live  in  the 
truth  of  the  divine  law,  they  will  not  only  have 
a  gladdening  hope  of  a  glorious  immortality  in 
the  world  to  come,  but  they  will  also  be  fa¬ 
voured  with  a  hundred  fold  of  peace  and  joy 
in  this  life.  I  think  I  know  it  with  some  de¬ 
gree  of  experience,  I  never  knew  what  true  and 
real  enjoyment  was  in  the  Lord’s  temporal 
blessings,  till  it  pleased  him  to  touch  my  heart, 
and  bring  me  to  a  sense  of  my  state,  and  of  obe¬ 
dience  to  him.  I  am  firmly  persuaded,  that  the 
way  which  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  has  cast  up, 
for  those  that  will  finally  be  heirs  of  his  king¬ 
dom,  is  neither  gloomy,  nor  improper  for  a  rea- 


23 


sonable,  sensible,  dignified  mind  to  walk  in: 
there  is  liberty  enough,  there  is  room  enough  : 
we  do  not  want  to  rob  you  of  any  thing,  nei¬ 
ther  4id  your  Redeemer  and  Saviour,  that  was 
truly  valuable,  even  in  the  enjoyment  of  the 
present  world,  not  of  any  temporal  blessing 
which  God  has  granted:  the  true  and  solid  en¬ 
joyment  of  them  is  found  only  by  a  truly  re¬ 
ligious  mind.  Oh !  the  glorious  liberty  there  is 
in  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus !  What  are  all  the 
opinions  of  men  in  comparison  of  it  ?  how  tri¬ 
fling,  how  light  their  senseless  contradictions: 
they  are  ever  changing. 

There  is,  my  friends,  a  glorious  and  blessed 
liberty  in  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus,  that  I 
would  to  God  all  men  might  enjoy;  that  so  his 
church  might  once  more  put  on  her  beautiful 
garments;  that  all  those  uncharitable  disposi¬ 
tions  which  are  harboured  by  some,  though  I 
hope  in  this  enlightened  day,  not  by  a  great 
many,  may  be  removed.  God  is  doing  them 
away,  seeking  thus  his  own  work ;  he  is  abo¬ 
lishing  those  things  which  kept  us  so  long  at  a 
distance  secretly,  and  will  bring  them  to  nought. 
This  is  my  opinion;  and  more  and  more  charity 
will  prevail.  Let  us  cherish,  let  us  with  one 
accord  be  willing  to  live  in  it,  and  to  die  in  it ; 
then  indeed  shall  we  embrace  one  another  as 
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brethren.  There  will  be  no  such  thing  as  hurt¬ 
ing,  or  doing  one  another  an  injury:  the  peace¬ 
able  kingdom  of  Jesus  Christ  our  Saviour,  be¬ 
ing  established  and  set  up  in  the  hearts  of  men, 
would  put  an  end  to  war,  and  all  the  horrors 
appending  to  it  in  the  world.  O!  that  men 
might  once  more  embrace  one  another  as  bre¬ 
thren,  and  enjoy  the  glorious  liberty  of  children 
of  one  common  family. 
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THIRD  DISCOURSE  : 

DELIVERED  IN’ 

PETER* s=COURT,  WESTMINSTER, 

On  the  Evening  of  25th  of  7th  Month,  1796. 


The  present  is  an  age  of  many  uncommon 
events,  and  the  curious  observer  will  not  be  in¬ 
attentive  to  what  they  tend;  and  indeed  many 
are  filled  with  conjectures  where  these  things  will 
terminate.  It  is  a  day,  also,  wherein  men  of  sci¬ 
ence  have  been  exceedingly  curious  in  their  re¬ 
searches  :  they  have  brought  up  some  new  and 
before  unheard-of  things  to  view ;  and  probably 
some  of  them  may  be  turned  to  advantage  to 
their  country,  in  ages  to  come,  though  they  are 
not  now  altogether  usefully  employed  in  the 
world. 

But  I  have  been  thinking,  my  friends,  of  one 
science  worth  them  all;  for  if  men  were  even  to 
possess  the  power  of  counting  all  the  luminaries 
of  heaven,  and  to  measure  the  magnitude  of  all 
the  heavenly  bodies,  even  of  those  that  lie  be¬ 
yond  the  reach  of  the  present  observers;  if  they 
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knew  all  the  hidden  arcana  of  nature,  what 
would  it  avail,  if  they  were  destitute  of  the 
knowledge  of  God  and  themselves? 

“  Know  ye  not  your  own  selves*?”  So  said 
the  Apostle.  A  great  lesson:  one  of  later 
time  had  this  reflection  upon  it, 

“  Man,  know  thyself,  enough  for  man  to  know.” 

Now  I  conceive,  my  friends,  here  is  a  wide 
field  unexplored  by  many,  and  wherein,  I  am 
convinced,  the  richest  treasure  is  to  be  found; 
the  most  worthy  of  all  knowledge:  viz.  the 
knowledge  of  God  and  ourselves.  Yea,  “  to 
know  Thee,  the  only  true  God,  and  Jesus  Christ, 
whom  thou  hast  sent,  is  life  eternal:”  Jesus,  the 
Son  and  sent  of  God.  Well,  my  friends,  there 
is  no  doubt  but  that  there  are  a  number  present, 
who  at  times  have  been  employed  in  this  most 
important  and  serious  enquiry.  But  there  are 
many  men  who  can  spend  day  after  day,  and 
year  after  year,  in  labour  and  search  almost  in¬ 
defatigable,  without  being  weary,  in  things  that 
concern  only  this  short  and  uncertain  state  of 
being,  who  are  not  patient  enough  to  devote 
the  same  time,  the  same  attention,  the  same 
dedication  of  the  faculties  and  powers  which 
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God  has  given  them,  to  the  most  important  and 
enriching  of  all  sciences. 

And  this  is,  my  friends,  what  I  have  been 
lamenting,  both  in  my  own  country  and  in  this. 
For  I  believe,  as  surely  as  the  great  Creator  and 
Ruler  of  the  universe  has  granted  us  powers 
and  talents  for  the  most  glorious  and  dignified 
purposes,  so,  I  believe,  that  one  day  all  men 
will  be  brought  to  an  account  of  their  steward¬ 
ship.  The  infidel,  in  time  of  health,  smiles  at 
'this!  “  But,  (this  I  acknowledge,)  though  men 
may  live fools ,  yet  fools  they  cannot  die”  Men, 
while  they  are  diverting  themselves  in  the  pass¬ 
ing  enjoyments  of  the  present  life,  however  vain 
and  little,  and  below  the  dignity  of  their  na¬ 
ture,  may  be  so  amused,  and  suffer  them  so  to 
take  up  their  faculties  and  powers,  that  they 
may  never  be  in  a  capacity  to  think  and  feel 
sufficiently,  after  the  most  solid  and  important 
thing.  Certainly,  my  friends,  this  is  a  cause  of 
sorrow  to  every  thinking  mind ;  and  I  know  that 
it  is,  and  ever  must  be,  a  cause  of  real  affliction 
to  every  gospel  minister,  who  believes  in  the 
sacred  and  unchangeable  truths,  which  have 
every  confirmation  that  reasonable  minds  could 
dare  to  ask,  or  that  was  necessary  for  the  wise 
and  beneficent  God  to  give.  (This  is  my  faith.) 
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Thus  ministers,  I  am  persuaded,  under  every 
name  professing  Christianity,  must  behold  with 
sorrow  their  fellow  pilgrims  travelling  towards 
an  endless  eternity,  involved  in  things  below; 
and  unfit  for  those  that  they  ought  to  be  em¬ 
ployed  in,  the  laying  a  foundation  against  the 
time  to  come,  that  so  they  may  lay  hold  of  eter¬ 
nal  life ;  for  I  conceive  there  are  very  few,  per¬ 
haps  none  at  all,  that  could  entertain  a  belief 
that  they  are  not  immortal. 

“  If  man  is  not  immortal,  God’s  unjust,” 

so  said  one,  a  pious  writer,  “  to  send  him  into 
this  world  in  the  condition  in  which  we  see  him, 
even  in  his  best  estate.”  For  verily,  as  said  one 
of  the  ancient  Scripture  writers,  “  Every  man,  in 
his  best  estate,  is  vanity,”  take  him  in  whatso¬ 
ever  condition  of  life  you  may.  Those  that  are 
in  the  enjoyment  of  so  much  of  this  world  s 
goods,  that  they  can  compass  every  pleasure 
(falsely  so  called)  that  the  world  and  all  its 
auxiliaries  can  give,  know  they  no  moments  of 
sadness?  My  persuasion  is,  that  they  have 
many.  A  man  of  pleasure  is  a  man  of  pain: 
this  may  appear  a  paradox,  but  it  is  no  more 
than  true. 

Those  who  are  lovers  of  pleasure,  more  than 
lovers  of  God,  are,  in  every  condition  of  human 


life,  men  of  pain.  The  infirmity  of  a  man  s 
body  the  spirit  of  a  man  can  bear;  but  a  wound¬ 
ed  spirit,  who  can  bear?  There  are  many  who 
can  support  with  much  fortitude  and  patience 
lingering  pain  of  body;  they  can  meet  death 
with  some  apparent  degree  of  composure  and 
fortitude,  provided  always  that  the  sting  of 
death  be  drawn:  not  else,  if  a  man  is  in  his 
rational  understanding;  for  the  common  in- 
firmities  of  a  man,  the  spirit  of  a  man  can  bear; 
but  a  wounded  spirit,  who  can  bear  ? 

Well,  my  friends,  it  is  in  great  mercy  that  the 
Lord  wounds  us :  it  is  not  thou  that  woundest 
thyself.  A  house  divided  against  itself  can 
never  stand.  Dost  thou,  thine  ownself,  condemn 
thyself?  No:  it  is  as  clear  as  an  axiom  in  Eu¬ 
clid  :  it  cannot  be,  it  is  impossible :  a  house 
divided  against  itself  can  never  stand.  What  is 
it  that  condemns,  what  is  it  that  disquiets,  what 
is  it  that  unsettles  and  confuses  the  mind  of 
those  that  have  been  guilty  of  enormous  crimes  ? 
What  is  it  that  causes  the  murderer  to  fly  from 
country  to  country,  and  find  no  resting-place 
for  the  sole  of  his  feet— no  bed  soft  enough  for 
him  to  repose  upon?  I  say  it  is  conscience . 
What  is  conscience?  The  voice  of  God,  I  say, 
in  thy  soul :  this  is  conscience.  The  same  voice 
that  called  to  Adam,  when  he  had  transgressed 
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the  commandment  of  his  Creator:  “Adam, 
where  art  thou?’’  Adam  was  weak  enough  to 
conceive  he  could  conceal  himself  from  Him  that 
had  even  made  the  earth,  the  sea,  and  the  foun¬ 
tains  of  waters !  “Adam,  where  art  thou?”  Why, 
he  knew  that  he  had  transgressed  the  command 
of  God,  and  he  was  afraid :  “  I  heard  thy  voice, 
and  was  afraid.”  Well,  so  may  every  sinner, 
great  or  little ;  and  know  that  this  is  the  cause 
of  their  fears :  “  I  heard  thy  voice,  and  was 
afraid.”  It  is  in  vain,  I  conceive,  for  men  to 
talk  of  the  principles  of  their  education;  for 
those  things  are  as  women’s  tales :  they  are  as  old 
as  the  creation  of  the  world  we  live  in;  and  will 
remain,  I  believe,  until  the  firmament  shall  be 
dissolved  as  with  fervent  heat,  and  earth  and 
all  that  is  therein  again  dissolve.  This  is  my 
faith ;  and  all  the  wise,  and  all  the  good  have 
borne  testimony  similar  to  this :  they  that  have 
written,  and  that  have  spoken  in  the  various 
ages  of  mankind,  have  borne  testimony  to 
the  law  of  God  written  in  their  hearts.  How 
futile  then,  how  weak,  for  men  to  talk  of  divi¬ 
sions  and  subdivisions  in  these  things,  and  to 
speak  of  natural  conscience:  the  same  futility  is 
in  their  arguments  and  in  their  lectures,  when 
treating  of  those  convulsions  that  there  are, 
when  we  see  the  great,  awful,  and  tremendous 


31 

works  of  God  that  appear  in  the  earth,  to  say 
“  it  is  Nature!” 

How  futile,  for  men  not  to  look  through 
nature,  up  to  nature’s  God — to  confuse  and 
confound  themselves  and  one  another.  This  is 
my  faith,  and  I  do  not  want  you  to  receive  it, 
any  further  than  it  may  coincide  with  the  best 
light  and  knowledge  which  God  in  his  mercy 
hath  granted  you.  I  do  not  want  you  to  pin 
your  faith  upon  mine.  No:  we  seek  not  man’s 
silver,  nor  gold,  nor  applause,  nor  any  thing 
that  is  theirs :  we  call  not  the  people  together  to 
amuse  them  with  fine  words,  and  fine  speeches, 
but  with  that  philanthropy  which  ever  ought, 
and  ever  must  accompany  the  mind  of  a  true 
gospel  minister ;  and  will  induce  him  (if  he  has 
really  been  benefited  by  the  knowledge  of  God 
himself)  to  desire  with  ardour  of  soul,  that  all 
men  may  come  to  the  same  experience.  I  have 
reason  to  say,  God  be  thanked  for  me,  who  was 
in  thickness  as  thick  as  any  of  my  contempora¬ 
ries,  concerning  God  and  the  things  of  God ; 
swallowed  up  in  enticing  pleasures,  and  vanities 
of  this  life,  as  much  as  many  of  you,  and  per¬ 
haps  most  of  you ;  and  as  far  from  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  that  peace  which  surpasses  all  natural 
reason  and  understanding  of  men,  as  any  could 
be.  Thanks  be  to  God,  who  is  wise,  who  never 
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leaves  any  of  us  in  this  state,  without  compunc¬ 
tion  of  soul  from  season  to  season;  who  follows 
us  in  the  night  revels;  who  follows  us  into  the 
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halls  of  licentiousness;  who  follows  us  in  the 
midst  of  our  gay  career  with  our  companions, 
and  wounds  our  most  joyful  scenes  !  This  I  am 
clearly  convinced  of;  so  that,  in  the  midst  of 
laughter,  I  can  freely  acknowledge,  I  have  been 
still  sad ,  because  my  heart  was  sad :  "  I  heard 
thy  voice,  and  was  afraid.” 

u  Well,  my  friends,  there  is  a  great  deal  said 
about  religion  in  the  world.  Men  have  (shall  I 
say)  hewn  out  a  variety  of  systems:  they  have 
been  strong  in  their  inventions,  and  various  in 
the  powers  which  God  has  given  them,  to  rea¬ 
son  each  one  upon  their  own  system.  It  is 
not  systems  nor  opinions,  it  is  neither  high 
church  nor  low  church,  that  I  am  speaking  about 
now.  There  is  but  one  true  and  living  church, 
the  whole  world  over.  Men  may  call  themselves 
what  they  please.  The  wrorld  calls  me  a  Quaker , 
and  thee  a  dissenter  in  another  form,  and  thee 
a  member  of  the  established  church.  But  wThat 
is  all  this?  My  friends,  these  are  names,  they  are 
distinctions  amongst  men:  but  are  they  distinc¬ 
tions  with  God?  Does  he  know  high  church, 
and  low  church?  Does  he  descend  to  enquire 
whether  thou  art  a  methodist  or  a  presbyterian , 
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tliou  a  baptist ,  thou  a  Roman  catholic?  No: 
but  is  thy  heart  right?  Art  thou  sincere  in  thy 
desires  to  know  him  and  to  serve  him  ?  This  is 
the  great  point:  to  know  him,  and  to  know 
thine  ownself:  to  know  the  situation  in  which  he 
has  placed  thee,  who  is  the  author  of  thy  being; 
the  reason  why  he  has  given  to  thee  that  being , 
and  the  glory  which  he  proposes  to  crown  it  with, 
if  thou  wilt,  with  simplicity  of  heart,  live  in  his 
counsel  and  in  his  fear,  and  avoid  those  things 
that  are  repugnant  to  God’s  purity,  with  a  pure 
and  truly-enlightened  mind.  Men  have  too  long 
been  perplexed  about  those  things,  I  am  per¬ 
suaded  of  it ;  and  a  day,  I  am  glad  to  hope,  is 
speedily  advancing,  when  there  shall  be  little 
heard  of  it  in  the  world.  The  sword  of  perse¬ 
cution  is, in  a  great  measure,  (through  the  Lord’s 
mercy,)  staid;  and  yet  there  is  room  for  it  to  be 
more  closely  sheathed.  I  believe  men  are  coming 
back  to  think  for  themselves — to  feel  for  them¬ 
selves  as  they  ought  to  do — to  enquire  after  the 
truth;  not  of  leaders  of  sects  or  parties,  and  of 
men  appointed  to  lead  them  in  a  certain  way; 
but  to  enquire  after  it  wisely,  not  depending  one 
upon  another ;  but  dependent  only,  in  this 
point,  upon  God,  the  fountain  of  all  wisdom 
and  knowledge.  This  is  my  belief. 
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So  that,  my  friends,  as  I  said  before,  I  am  not 
come  among  you  to  gather  you  to  my  party; 
but  that  all  men  may  become  so  inquisitive  for 
themselves,  that  they  may  be  joined  to  God  and 
Christ  in  their  part.  For  there  are,  I  am  per¬ 
suaded  in  my  own  experience,  men  that  I  have 
found,  both  in  this  country  and  in  my  own  coun¬ 
try,  (where  all  men  are  free  to  profess  and  be¬ 
lieve  whatever  they  please,  as  to  opinions  of  re¬ 
ligion,)  I  say  there  are  those  among  the  various 
professors,  whom  I  can  embrace  as  children  of 
one  great  and  universal  Parent,  in  the  truth  as 
it  is  in  Jesus. 

So  that  it  cannot  be,  it  would  be  contrary 
to  charity,  that  I  should  seem  to  be  bigoted  to 
any  party  upon  earth;  but  I  want  that  all  men 
should  search  and  see  for  themselves !  “  Draw 
nigh  to  God,  and  he  will  draw  nigh  unto  you,  as 
lie  did  in  the  primitive  ages  to  the  primitive 
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believers.  He  was  known  of  the  patriarchs. 
He  was  known  of  the  prophets,  He  was  known 
of  the  apostles:  they  knew  that  He  was  in  them! 
they  knew  his  power  created  all  things ;  they 
knew  He  filled  all  things.  “  He  is  not  far  (says 
the  learned  Paul)  from  any  of  you;  for  in  him  ye 
live,  move,  and  have  your  being.”  But  he  per¬ 
ceived  the  learned  Athenians,  who  were  exceed¬ 
ingly  wise  in  their  day ;  he  perceived  that,  when 
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he  passed  by  their  altar,  how  dark  they  were  in 
the  most  essential  of  all  sciences.  “  For  (says 
he)  I  perceive  that  in  all  things  ye  are  too  super¬ 
stitious  ;  for,  as  I  passed  by  your  altar,  I  saw 
this  inscription  upon  it:  ‘To  the  unknown 
God  and  that  God,  whom  ye  ignorantly  wor¬ 
ship,  declare  I  unto  you.”  This  was  the  busi¬ 
ness  of  the  apostle,  amongst  both  Jew  and  Gen¬ 
tile:  they  were  not  ashamed  to  confess  their 
opinion,  yea,  even  in  the  Athenian  courts,  among 
the  great  philosphers.  Yea,  many  philosophers, 
even  before  the  coming  of  Jesus  Christie  the 
world,  testified  to  the  same  divine  principle, 
that  I  believe  would  unite  all  men  in  the  ground 
and  bottom  of  one  substantial,  ever-enduring 
felicity.  They  declared,  (we  may  read  divers  of 
them,)  when  they  spoke  of  the  Divinity,  that 
there  was  One  that  enlightened  their  minds  to 
know  good  from  evil,  and  that  inspired  them  to 
do  things  that  were  worthy  of  their  dignity  as 
men  and  immortals.  They  frequently  testified 
to  that  holy  principle,  which,  after  all,  is  the 
ground-work  of  all  religion,  in  every  sort  of 
people,  even  in  idolatrous  nations.  For  Jesus 
Christ  came  not  partially  to  enlighten  one,  and 
no  other  part :  He  was  the  Word  that  was 
in  the  beginning,  that  was  with  God,  and  that 
was  God and  that  was  afterwards  made  flesh. 
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according  to  the  will  of  the  Father,  who  could 
as  easily,  if  he  had  seen  meet,  have  sent  him  in 
that  body  to  every  corner  of  the  world,  we  may 
readily  suppose  ;  for  all  things  are  easy  to  him,  as 
the  Creator  of  the  world  and  all  things  that  are 
therein.  But  I  say  he  came  to  enlighten  the 
world  with  a  greater  degree  of  light  than  ever 
was  before— to  bring  light  and  immortality  more 
abundantly  to  life  in  the  world.  And  a  great 
and  especial  favour  I  account  it  to  be.  And  I 
believe,  the  more  we  are  acquainted  with  the 
Scriptures,  the  more  we  shall  all  be  made  to  ac¬ 
knowledge,  that  they  are  a  special  favour  of  God 
to  mankind;  containing,  in  the  simplicity  of  their 
doctrine,  the  most  deep  and  heavenly  mysteries; 
sublime  beyond  all  the  writings  of  any  phi- 
.  iosophers  in  the  world,  be  they  ever  so  great,  or 
of  any  that  are  called  divines:  yea,  they  are  sim¬ 
ply  and  virtually,  in  their  doctrines,  truly  sub¬ 
lime,  beyond  all  the  soaring  opinions  of  men! 

1  want  the  present  generation,  therefore,  to  read 
for  themselves.  Search  the  Scriptures  for  your¬ 
selves.  Let  no  man  come  unto  you,  and  say,  “  1 
have  studied  them  for  many  years — I  have  seen 
them  in  many  languages,  and  I  can  instruct  you 
better  than  you  can  he  otherwise  instructed;” 
for,  depend  upon  it,  they  have  some  end  to 
answer,  let  them  come  and  say  what  they  may. 


37 


Because  the  same  eternal  Spirit,  that  gave  all  the 
mysteries  that  ever  were  revealed  to  mankind,  to 
the  prophets,  or  the  apostles,  or  any  of  the 
ministers  whatever,  remains  to  be  resorted  to  in 
this  day,  the  same  as  in  that  day ;  and  the  same 
eternal  Spirit  must  open  the  Scriptures  that  gave 
them;  for  nothing  inferior  to  the  power  that 
gave  the  glorious  and  blessed  doctrine  of  the 
New  Testament,  can  reveal  and  open  them  to 
thy  understanding  and  mine:  not  all  the  men 
of  science  in  the  world,  I  am  persuaded.  For  we 
see  it  really  and  truly  fulfilled,  the  Lord  has 
confounded  the  wisdom  of  the  wise,  and  brought 
to  nought  the  understanding  of  the  prudent, 
when  they  have  meddled  with  these  things.  One 
says,  this  is  the  true  interpretation;  and  ano¬ 
ther  says,  that  is  the  true  interpretation;  and 
another  says,  as  it  were,  I  am  wiser  than  thou. 
Oh,  what  confusion  has  happened  amongst  the 
poor  professors  of  Christianity,  wherever  this 
has  been  the  case!  Now  here  are  some  with  the 
Scriptures  in  their  hands,  and,  indeed,  there  is 
one  got  over  into  my  nation,  where  I  live,  that 
is  leading  the  people  by  the  ear,  with  the  Scrip¬ 
ture  in  his  hand,  endeavouring  to  prove  things 
diametrically  inconsistent  with  the  very  book 
that  he  holds  forth!  My  friends,  how  is  it?  or 
where  shall  we  find  truth?  I  see  the  people  are 
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scattered  exceedingly  by  it.  Some  run  for  a 
season  after  one  man,  and  they  say,  “  This  is  the 
man;  and  now  (say  they)  I  have  found  him,  I 
never  heard  one  before  like  this  man ;”  and  in  a 
few  months,  (they  being  unstable  as  water,)  they 
are  cast  another  way.  And  then  another  comes 
and  says  abundance  of  fine  things,  who  is  very 
learned,  and  very  elegant;  and  they  say,  “  This 
man  is  come  to  this  place,  we  will  go  and  hear 
him.”  Alas,  alas!  how  this  is  descending  from 
the  dignity  in  which  we  were  created,  and  from 
the  resource  which  God  has  granted.  For  “  God 
is  light,  and  in  him  is  no  darkness  at  all ;”  he  is 
the  light  of  the  world,  and  the  life  of  men  ;  the 
light  that  has  enlightened,  and  will  enlighten 
every  man  and  woman  that  cometh  into  the 
world.”  So  that  the  prophets,  before  the  coming 
of  Jesus  Christ,  could  say  in  confidence,  behold¬ 
ing  the  glorious  days  in  which  we  live,  and 
which  some  of  them  desired  to  see,  “  For  many 
prophets  and  righteous  men  have  desired  to  see 
one  of  these  days  which  ye  see,  but  could  not ;” 
yet  with  an  eye  of  faith  they  beheld  it  afar  off. 
“  Abraham  saw  my  day,  (says  Christ,)  and  re¬ 
joiced,”  Why,  how  could  Abraham  see  his  day. 
but  through  the  inshining  of  that  glorious  light, 
which  gave  him  to  see  the  things  which  God, 
in  the  riches  of  his  mercy  and  wisdom,  was  de- 
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signing  to  do  in  the  earth  ?  This  is  the  spirit 
of  prophecy. 

Well,  my  friends,  have  we  all  received  a  mea¬ 
sure  of  this  light?  “  If  any  man  says  that  he 
has  not  the  spirit  of  Christ,  then  he  is  none  of 
his.  That  which  is  to  be  known  of  God  is 
manifested  in  man,”  says  the  apostle. 

How  plain,  how  simple  are  these  doctrines ! 
Is  it  any  wonder  that  the  prophets  and  the 
apostles,  who  were  inspired  of  God,  should 
speak  in  this  manner  of  the  gospel  day:  That  we 
have  no  need  that  any  man  teach  us — that  es  we 
have  no  need  that  any  man  should  say  to  his 
brother,  or  to  his  neighbour,  know  thou  the 
Lord;  for  all  men  shall  know  Him,  from  the 
least  to  the  greatest  of  them.”  For  <f  I  will  write 
my  law  in  their  hearts,  I  will  place  it  in  their 
inward  parts;  they  shall  be  my  people,  and  I 
will  be  their  God,” 

Now  this  is  the  doctrine,  my  friends,  which 
the  apostles  preached,  and  it  is  the  faith  which 
we  contend  for.  We  have  no  new  doctrine  to 
preach  unto  the  world,  but  the  same  that  has 
passed  the  test  of  many  ages;  the  same  that 
the  holy  men  of  God  continued  to  declare  both 
before  and  after  the  apostles,  and  that  has  been 
confirmed  throughout  all  the  Scripture.  This 
is  the  faith  that  the  apostle  spoke  of,  when  he 
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made  mention  what  faith  it  was  that  he  con¬ 
tended  for.  He  said,  he  had  no  need  to  enquire 
“  who  shall  ascend  up  into  heaven,  that  is,  to 
bring  Christ  down  from  thence ;  or  who  shall 
descend  into  the  depth,  that  is,  to  bring  up 
Christ  again  from  the  dead.  The  word  is  nigh 
thee,  even  in  thy  mouth,  and  in  thy  heart;  and 
this  is  the  word  of  faith  that  we  preach.”  And 
no  other  word  of  faith  can  ever  be  preached, 
consistently  with  the  gospel  of  Christ;  and  this 
adhered  to,  my  friends,  would  be  sufficient  to 
reconcile  all  the  contradictory  differences  that 
are  in  the  world.  They  would  be  taught  one 
and  the  same  thing — it  would  put  an  end  to  all 
evil  censuring  one  of  another:  it  would  put  an 
end  to  all  persecutions;  to  all  prejudices  one 
against  another;  to  all  boasting  one  against  an¬ 
other,  as  though  I  was  more  holy  than  thou — as 
if  my  system  was  better  than  thine,  and  I  was 
nearer  the  kingdom  of  heaven  than  thou  art — 
all  being  taught  of  this  divine,  eternal,  all-suffi¬ 
cient  Word.  The  people  would  speak  the 
same  language :  this  I  am  persuaded  of.  But 
many  remain  to  be  in  the  state  of  some  of  the 
early  professors,  saying,  “  I  am  for  Paul,  I  am 
for  Apollos,  and  I  am  for  Cephas,”  and  are  not 
willing  to  be  gathered  to  be  of  Christ;  for,  as 
said  the  apostle,  “  Was  Paul  crucified  for  you? 
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Is  Christ  divided?”  Can  there  be  any  divisions 
in  his  church?  No,  I  conceive  not.  There 
can  be  no  rents  and  schisms;  Christ  and  his 
church  being  united,  they  are  one  in  him;  and 
where  they  are  one  in  him,  a  glorious  and  bless¬ 
ed  unity  will  subsist :  for  “  one  is  your  master, 
and  all  ye  are  brethren.”  Then  there  would 
be  no  contention  for  superiority  in  the  church: 
no  such  thing — it  would  be  impossible ;  for  if 
any  one  of  you  would  be  the  greatest  of  all,  let 
him  become  the  servant  of  all.  This  would  be 
the  way  to  be  great  in  the  church  of  Christ: 
for  it  remains  to  be  the  same  now  that  it  was 
in  the  days  of  Christ’s  flesh:  the  way  to  be  the 
greatest,  is  to  be  the  most  humble,  to  be  the 
most  virtuous,  to  be  full  of  love  and  charity 
towards  our  fellow-creatures  and  our  fellow- 
probationers.  I  say,  this  is  the  only  true  way 
to  seek  dignity  in  the  church.  There  would 
be  no  aspiring  after  great  places  and  employ¬ 
ments  in  it.  Though  I  have  charity  to  believe 
that  even  some  who  have  been  called  dignita¬ 
ries  of  the  church,  (for  indeed  the  Lord  bears 
with  many  of  our  weaknesses  and  infirmities,) 
have  been  zealous  and  honest  contenders  for 
the  faith,  as  far  as  it  pleased  Him  to  enlighten 
them.  But  I  am  confident  of  this  in  my  mind, 
that  the  day  is  hastening,  wherein  there  will  be 
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one  Shepherd,  and  one  sheep-fold,  the  whole 
world  over;  for  this  is  the  true  nature  of  the 
gospel  dispensation.  But,  alas!  what  does  it 
appear  to  be  in  this  day?  how  different  from 
the  primitive  state,  when  it  was  declared  that, 
“  By  this  shall  all  men  know  that  ye  are  my 
disciples,  'if  ye  have  love  one  to  another .”  Well, 
look  over  Christendom  at  this  day:  does  the 
Mahometan  behold  our  light  as  it  shines? 
When  they  take  the  Testament  in  their  own 
hands,  they  are  as  wise  to  discern  as  we  are : 
they  are  men  of  the  same  powers,  and  possess 
the  same  faculties  to  compare  things  as  we  do. 
Well,  what  would  an  honest  Mahometan  say  ? 
<c  Thou  endeavourest  to  convert  me  to  he  a 
Christian,  but  for  what  purpose?  Are  the 
Christians  wiser ?  are  they  better?  are  they 
more  virtuous  than  an  honest  Mussulman?  Give 
me  an  instance  of  it.  Do  they  love  one  ano¬ 
ther  better  than  the  Mahometans?” 

Well,  my  friends,  do  not  be  afraid  of  this  en¬ 
quiry  :  it  is  the  way  to  truth;  it  is  the  way  we 
must  examine  things;  and,  as  I  said  before,  it 
is  a  day  of  enquiry  :  let  us  not  be  afraid  of  en¬ 
quiry.  Men  have  been  afraid  of  bringing  things 
to  the  test;  but  I  believe  it  will  not  be  sufficient 
to  think  so  long;  and  I  invite  you  that  are  men 
of  freedom,  of  independent  minds,  search  for 
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the  truth  for  yourselves.  Let  no  man  lead  you 
in  those  things  which  God  is  sufficient  to  direct 
and  lead  you  into  himself.  He  is  the  Fountain 
of  all  wisdom  and  knowledge,  and  has  given 
thee  powers  and  faculties  to  discern  thy  way, 
and  to  judge  what  he  has  called  thee  into  ex¬ 
istence  for;  showing  thee  what  thy  business  is 
in  passing  through  the  present  transient  state  of 
being,  so  that  thou  mayst  inherit  eternal  life. 

O  Christendom!  thou  oughtst  to  be  a  light 
to  enlighten  the  heathen,  and  a  glory,  aye,  the 
glory  of  God,  to  the  ends  of  the  earth !  How 
they  must  look  upon  us!  For  even  the  Maho¬ 
metans,  having  the  New  Testament  in  their 
hands,  how  must  they  stand  amazed,  when  they 
come  to  compare  these  things  with  what  our 
great  Leader  said:  “  By  this  shall  all  men  know 
that  ye  are  my  disciples,  because  ye  love  one 
another.”  Are  there  any  people  more  at  dis¬ 
cord?  are  there  any  more  at  variance,  either  in 
a  private  or  in  a  public  national  capacity?  Oh! 
how  this  has  wounded  me  !  Bear  with  me,  my 
friends,  I  do  not  wish  to  hurt  any  mind  present, 
by  any  means  whatever.  If  thou  thinkest  not 
as  I  think,  thou  wilt  not  be  judged  by  my  con¬ 
science,  but  by  the  light  thou  hast  received  thy¬ 
self.  And  if  thine  heart  condemn  thee  not, 
then  wilt  thou  have  faith  and  hope  towards 
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God,  and  I  condemn  thee  not  neither;  but 
while  we  are  endeavouring  to  seek  after  truth, 
do  not  let  us  be  afraid  of  coming  to  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  it. 

But,  my  friends,  let  us  see  whereabouts  we  are 
— Whether  the  foundation  of  God  stands  where 
it  used  to  be;  whether  we  are  really  upon  the  same 
unchangeable  foundation  upon  which  the  apos¬ 
tles  were?  And  if  we  are,  then  we  may  be  in 
the  same  glorious  and  holy  confidence  in  which 
they  were:  we  may  rejoice  with  a  hope  that 
will  not  fail  us  in  the  hour  of  death !  that  we 
shall  receive  a  crown  of  immortality,  if  we  are 
building  as  they  built,  and  if  we  are  adhering 
to  the  same  ground  of  faith  to  which  they  ad¬ 
hered.  Some  may  say,  they  have  examined 
these  things.  Well,  it  will  not  do  us  any  hurt 
to  examine  them  over  and  over  again.  Truth 
is  precious,  and  no  matter  how  much  time  is 
spent  in  the  investigation  of  it ;  for,  sure  I  am,  if 
the  gospel  spirit  had  been  continued  in  to  this 
day,  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  that  have 
fallen  in  the  field  of  battle  would  not  have  died  in 
that  way,  and  the  carnage  and  devastation  that 
has  desolated  so  many  parts  of  Europe  would 
have  been  prevented.  Oh,  the  cry  of  the  wi¬ 
dows  and  the  tender  orphans  in  the  several 
countries  of  Europe!  Ought  this  to  have  been? 


or  would  it  ever  have  been,  if  men  had  kept  to 
the  principle  which  taught  them  not  only  to 
love  their  brethren,  but  to  love  their  enemies; 
to  do  good  to  them  that  persecuted  them,  and 
that  despitefully  used  them  ;  that  so  they  might 
be  the  children  of  their  heavenly  Father,  who 
causeth  the  rain  to  descend,  and  the  sun  to 
shine,  both  upon  the  just  and  the  unjust? 

But  some  may  say,  “  Do  not  talk  of  things 
impossible.  Is  it  possible  for  a  man  to  be 
brought  into  such  a  condition,  as  not  to  revenge 
injuries  and  insults?”  I  believe  it  is;  and  that 
it  is  the  disposition  that  every  Christian  ought 
to  be  brought  into — not  to  revenge  injuries  and 
insults,  but  to  bear  them  with  patience. 

Some  may  here  say,  “  What,  wouldst  thou 
have  us  to  be  cowards  fv  No;  but  heroes  in 
the  Lamb’s  army.  And  who  is  there  that 
needs  be  ashamed  to  be  in  the  Lamb’s  army, 
to  gain  the  victory?  It  would  be  a  thousand 
times  more  magnanimous,  indeed,  to  put  up 
with  little  injuries,  one  with  another,  than  to 
resent  them  in  anger :  it  shows  a  low  and  little 
mind  to  do  that:  great  minds  are  above  it. 
And  the  Christian  sees  a  state  exalted  far  be¬ 
yond  this ;  and  that  we  are  even  called  to  it,  the 
very  form  of  our  prayer  testifies:  “  If  thou  for- 
givest  not  those  that  trespass  against  thee,  (our 


blessed  Lord  said,)  neither  will  thy  Father 
which  is  in  heaven  forgive  thee.”  These  are 
solid  and  unshaken  truths,  that  all  the  sophistry 
of  men  will  never  be  able  to  invalidate _ “  For¬ 

give  us  our  trespasses ,  as  we  forgive  them  that 
trespass  against  us”  Who  then  can  say  this 
prayer,  and  still  continue  in  a  spirit  of  revenge; 
and  say  to  his  brother,  an  eye  for  an  eye,  and  a 
tooth  for  a  tooth:  thou  hast  injured  me,  and  I 
will  injure  thee?  Well  then,  those  ought  to 
be  careful  upon  what  terms  they  lay  their  sal¬ 
vation,  for  the  Lord  is  here  prescribing  the 
very  terms  in  his  excellent  prayer:  C(  Forgive 
us  our  trespasses,  only  as  we  forgive  them  that 
trespass  against  us :”  this  is  the  true  meaning 
of  the  prayer.  No  further  prayest  thou  when 
thou  usest  the  prayer  given  by  our  blessed 
Lord  himself.  But,  my  friends,  though  I  do 
not  want  to  enlarge  a  great  deal,  I  want  to  see 
the  peaceable  standard  of  righteousness,  both 
in  this  nation  and  in  all  the  nations  of  the  earth ; 
and  that  the  spirit  of  persecution  and  destroying 
of  one  another,  might  be  entirely  done  away, 
by  all  being  brought  down  into  the  meek  spirit 
of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ;  and  being,  in  some 
measure,  as  he  was,  when  he  was  persecuted 
even  to  death  on  the  cross.  O  how  meekly  he 
bore  it  for  our  sake!  and  shall  we  not  bear 
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with  one  another?  I  trust  all  will  confess  we 
ought  so  to  do.  He  said,  in  the  depth  of  his 
agony :  “  Father,  forgive  them.”  Though  he 
could  have  called  down  legions  of  angels  to 
those  corrupt  and  wicked  men;  yet  he  said  in 
meekness,  (which  I  believe  many  have  partook 
of,  in  a  measure,  since  his  day,)  “  Father,  for¬ 
give  them,  for  they  know  not  what  they  do.”  And 
the  next  martyr,  Stephen,  when  he  was  brought 
to  the  gates  of  the  city,  and  was  stoned  to 
death,  he  followed  his  Lord  in  the  same  dispo¬ 
sition:  he  kneeled  down  when  in  the  midst  of 
them,  and  said,  “  Lord,  lay  not  this  sin  to  their 
charge.”  Having  lifted  up  his  eyes  to  heaven, 
and  petitioned  his  Saviour  to  receive  his  soul, 
he  at  last  said:  “  Lord,  lay  not  this  sin  to  their 
charge;”  and  so  saying,  he  fell  asleep,  in  the 
arms,  no  doubt,  of  his  glorious  Lord  and  Mas¬ 
ter,  whom  he  followed  even  to  death. 

Now,  my  friends,  there  is  no  new  law,  there 
is  no  new  dispensation.  Many  of  the  martyrs 
were  of  the  same  faith,  which  they  had  attained 
through  God’s  mercy,  and  the  influence  of  his 
Spirit  upon  theirs,  and  the  same  disposition  of 
mind  also;  so  that  when  they  were  led  forth,  in 
the  days  of  persecution  which  the  church  was 
persecuted  with,  O  how  meek  did  some  of  them 
deliver  up  their  souls  to  God,  and  their  bodies 
into  the  hands  of  their  wretched  persecutors ! 
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There  were  some  hundreds  of  them  fell  a  sacri¬ 
fice,  for  their  faith  and  belief  in  God.  How 
pious,  how  calm  did  they  go  out  of  the  world  ! 
Not  reviling  because  they  were  reviled,  by  no 
means:  not  giving  abuse  for  abuse,  but,  contrari¬ 
wise,  blessing  their  persecutors.  This  was 
the  condition  of  those,  knowing  (as  the  apostle 
said)  they  were  thereunto  called,  that  they 
might  also  inherit  a  blessing. 

Well,  my  friends,  these  are  so  many  monu¬ 
ments  of  God’s  adorable  mercy  and  power;  and 
the  same  God  reigneth  over  all  in  this  day ;  and 
he  is  able  to  support  us  in  the  faith  once  de¬ 
livered  to  the  saints,  as  he  was  in  that  day; 
and  I  trust  those  that  are  earnestly  concerned 
to  enquire  after  it,  will  know  it  to  their  comfort, 
without  the  aid  or  assistance  of  any  man  what¬ 
ever.  God  is  as  sufficient  for  these  things  now, 
as  ever  he  was  in  all  the  generations  that  are 
past.  It  only  wants  application  of  mind,  se¬ 
rious,  solemn  meditation,  and  contemplation 
upon  the  things  of  God  ;  then  all  would  know 
the  truth,  and  abiding  in  it,  they  would  all  be 
made  preachers  of  righteousness  in  their  seve¬ 
ral  situations  in  the  world.  Aye,  one  of  those 
that  were  persecuted,  when  she  was  brought  be¬ 
fore  her  persecutors  to  answer  for  her  faith, 
was  nevertheless  furnished  with  that  wisdom 
which  confounded  the  wisdom  of  the  wise,  who 
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were  amongst  her  persecutors,  so  that  they 
thought  she  had  answered  more  wisely  than 
them  all.  And  a  certain  little  maid,  when  many 
were  brought  forth  to  the  stake,  was  brought  be¬ 
fore  her  persecutors;  and  they  said  to  her: 
“  What  can  you  say,  my  little  maid,  for  your  faith  ?” 
“  Why,”  said  she,  “  I  am  not  able  to  contend  for 
Christ;  but  I  am  able  to  do  more,  I  am  able  to 
suffer  for  Christ.”  Now,  my  friends,  I  am  per¬ 
suaded  this  would  be  the  condition  of  all  of  us, 
by  inward,  solid,  reverent  enquiry  after  it.  Then 
you  would  not  be  astonished  to  see  people  sit 
down  irT  silence,  either  in  their  own  houses,  or 
in  the  assembly  of  God’s  people;  so  that  God 
would  condescend  to  be  with  them,  and  en¬ 
lighten  their  minds:  for,  “  If  any  man  lack  wis¬ 
dom,  let  him  ask  of  God,  who  giveth  liberally, 
and  upbraideth  none.”  O  may  the  God  of  all 
mercy,  wisdom,  and  powder,  hasten  this  day ;  en¬ 
large  the  love  of  professors  of  Christianity  one 
towards  another,  throw  down  all  the  walls  of 
opposition,  which  were  built  up  in  the  day  of 
departure  from  the  fountain  of  living  water,  and 
bring  us  again  to  drink  at  Shiloh’s  stream;  that 
all  the  heritage  may  drink  at  the  fountain  itself, 
and  the  world  once  more  rejoice,  in  knowing 
him  to  reign  and  to  rule  over  all,  whose  right  it 
is,  and  ever  will  remain. 
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FIFTH  DISCOURSE: 

DELIVERED  AT 

SOUTHWARK  MEETING, 

On  the  Evening  of  the  31st  of  7th  Month,  1796. 


A  PRAYER  BEFORE  THE  SERMON. 

O  Thou  great  adorable  Being,  who  art  exalted 
in  goodness,  in  majesty,  and  in  power,  beyond 
all  finite  comprehension;  who  dwellest  in  the 
light  whereunto  none  can  approach  thee,  but 
as  thou  art  pleased,  in  thine  adorable  mercy,  to 
open  an  access  to  us;  and  though  Heaven  is 
thy  throne,  O  God,  and  earth  is  thy  footstool, 
yet  we  remember  that  thou  hast  promised  that 
thou  wilt  condescend  to  look  down  upon  the 
poor,  and  upon  the  contrite,  and  those  that 
tremble  at  thy  word. 

O  Thou  unsearchable  in  holiness,  and  glo¬ 
rious  in  power,  we  pray  thee  to  look  down  upon 
the  present  congregation  this  evening,  with  an 
eye  of  compassion  and  divine  pity.  Thou  be- 
holdest  all  men,  wheresoever  they  are  scattered 
upon  the  face  of  the  whole  earth,  with  an  equal 
eye  of  mercy,  and  thou  hearest  the  prayers  of 
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all  those  who  draw  nigh  unto  thee  with  sincere 
ity.  Be  pleased,  O  God,  to  cause  thy  animat¬ 
ing  presence  to  be  with  us,  to  bring  the  minds 
of  all  the  people  into  an  holy  solemnity  before 
thee.  We  know,  O  God,  that  no  man  can  pro¬ 
mote  thy  glorious  cause  of  truth  and  righte¬ 
ousness  in  the  earth,  but  as  thou  art  pleased  to 
be  with  him,  and  to  furnish  him  with  the  neces¬ 
sary  qualifications  for  the  great  and  important 
work,  whereunto  thou  art  calling  thy  servants 
and  ministers.  O  blessed  Father,  forsake  them 
not,  but  be  pleased,  as  in  generations  that  are 
past,  to  pour  forth  thy  spirit  upon  thy  minis¬ 
ters;  that  in  that  wisdom  which  thou  art  pleased 
to  grant  from  season  to  season,  they  may  go 
forth  in  thy  name,  with  the  word  of  reconcilia¬ 
tion  and  faith. 

O  Lord,  thou  hast  many  souls  that  are  wan¬ 
dering  up  and  down  this  great  and  populous 
country,  who  are  seeking  after  thy  glorious  and 
blessed  rest,  which  thou  alone  canst  lead  them 
into  the  enjoyment  of.  We  humbly  and  rever¬ 
ently  pray  thee,  O  God,  to  draw  the  minds  of 
the  people  more  and  more  off  from  thy  ministers 
to  thyself.  O  gracious  God,  unseal  the  foun¬ 
tain  whereat  thy  prophets,  thy  apostles,  thy 
servants  in  all  generations,  have  so  freely  drank 
and  been  filled.  Cause  those  that  hunger  and 
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thirst  after  righteousness,  to  be  more  and  more 
filled  at  thy  bountiful  table;  that  so,  Father, 
there  may  be  among  all  ranks  of  the  people, 
more  of  the  knowledge  of  thee,  and  more  of  an 
increase  in  following  after  thee,  in  the  way  to 
everlasting  rest. 

O  God,  thou  seest  how  weak  we  are,  how 
surrounded  with  infirmities,  how  blinded  with 
prejudices,  how  turned  aside  by  a  variety  of 
fluctuating  opinions:  cause,  we  pray  thee,  thy 
holy  uniting  word  to  be  read  more  and  more  in 
the  hearts  of  the  people.  Sound  the  alarm,  we 
pray  thee,  yet  louder  and  louder,  to  them  that 
are  at  ease  and  forgetful  of  thee;  that  so,  Fa¬ 
ther,  there  may  be  many  more  brought  to  drink 
at  the  fountain  of  thy  goodness  and  mercy,  and 
with  reverence  of  soul  to  acknowledge  that  thou 
art  good,  and  worthy  to  be  worshipped  here, 
and  to  he  obeyed  and  served  by  all  the  work¬ 
manship  of  thy  hand.  O  gracious  Father,  pro¬ 
claim  a  sign  in  this  assembly,  while,  with  one 
accord,  in  humility  of  soul,  which  thou  hast 
granted  us,  we  may  draw  nigh  unto  thee,  and 
offer  up  at  this  time  for  ail  thy  former  mercies, 
and  for  thy  present  mercies;  and  gather  us  to¬ 
gether  in  this  manner,  O  Father,  ascribing  unto 
thee  glory  and  honour,  thanksgiving  and  praise, 
which  are  thy  due,  both  now  and  for  evermore. 
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THE  SERMON. 

'There  are  some  weighty  and  interesting  ex¬ 
pressions,  which  we  find  in  the  Revelation  of 
John*,  that  it  appears  to  be  my  duty,  since  I 
last  took  my  seat,  to  mention  in  this  assembly: 

And  I  ( John )  saw  another  angel  fly  in  the 
u  midst  of  heaven ,  having  the  everlasting  gospel  to 
“preach  unto  them  that  dwell  on  the  earth ,  and  to 
“  every  nation ,  and  kindred ,  and  tongue ,  and  people : 
“  saying  with  a  loud  voice ,  ‘  Fear  God  and  give  glory 
“  to  Him ;  for  the  hour  of  His  judgment  is  come;  and 
“  worship  him  that  made  heaven  and  earthy  and  the 
“  sea ,  and  the  fountains  of  waters'  ” 

Now  John,  we  find,  calls  this  the  everlasting 
gospel ,  which  seems  to  be  comprised  in  a  very 
short  and  compendious  manner,  which  no  man 
in  all  this  congregation,  I  trust,  can  be  at  a  loss 
to  understand.  And  though,  my  friends,  we 
may  be  something  various  in  our  opinions  con¬ 
cerning  modes,  manner,  and  forms  of  worship, 
yet  I  believe  there  are  very  few  of  God’s  ra¬ 
tional  creation  anywhere,  either  amongst  those 
who  are  professing  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ, 
or  those  that  have  not  been  favoured  to  be  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  gospel,  as  we  are,  but  are  sen- 


*  Rev.  xiv.  7—8. 
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sible  that  to  God  belongs  glory,  honour,  and 
worship ;  who  behold  him  as  the  great  and  uni¬ 
versal  parent — the  glorious,  blessed,  and  all-wise 
architect,  of  the  universe  and  all  things  that  are 
therein,  and  that  sustains  all  things  by  the 
word  of  his  invincible  power.  For  the  same  al¬ 
mighty  creating  word  that  brought  all  things 
into  the  glorious  order  in  which  we  see  them, 
that  said,  Let  there  be  light,  and  there  was 
light;  no  man  can  dispute  but  he,  at  his  plea¬ 
sure,  also  could  again  say,  Let  there  be  darkness, 
and  there  would  have  been  darkness:  again  let 
the  heavenly  luminaries  depart  from  their  ap¬ 
pointed  spheres,  and  let  all  things  resort  to  their 
primitive  rest,  and  it  would  undoubtedly  have 
been  done.  So  that  he  is  not  only  the  cause  of 
ail  things,  but  the  gracious  supporter,  the  daily 
and  hourly  sustainer,  of  all  that  he  has  made; 
without  whose  blessed  providence,  there  is  not 
an  ear  of  com  or  a  blade  of  grass  could  possibly 
be  produced.  So  that,  my  friends,  a  daily  de¬ 
pendence  upon  that  God  who  created  us,  all 
his  creation  calls  for;  and  with  every  solid  and 
reflecting  mind  it  will  naturally  produce  an 
offering  of  worship,  adoration,  and  praise.  I 
am  glad  in  believing,  my  friends,  that  here 
are,  in  this  large  multitude,  a  considerable  num¬ 
ber  who  worship  God  in  spirit  and  in  truth ; 


though  differently  educated,  and  of  various  opi¬ 
nions  in  things  of  little  importance,  but  in  the 
great,  important,  and  essential  point  of  every 
man’s  duty,  speaking  the  same  language ;  and  I 
believe,  my  friends,  this  is  the  case  both  with 
the  nations  that  are  called  refined ,  and  with 
those  that  are  termed  barbarians.  God  has 
placed  his  law  in  the  hearts  of  all  men;  he  has 
written  there  the  great  and  essential  duty  which 
he  requires  at  our  hands;  and  under  every 
name,  and  in  every  nation,  “  they  that  fear  God 
and  worh  righteousness  (so  said  the  apostle) 
are  accepted  of  him So  that,  my  friends,  he 
makes  no  such  distinctions,  as  many  of  us  poor, 
finite  and  weak  creatures  are  apt  to  make :  he 
does  not  confine  acceptable  worship  to  this 
nation,  to  this  particular  sect  or  opinion,  nor  to 
this  particular  island;  but  I  believe  there  are 
prayers  ascend  to  him,  as  sweet  incense  before 
his  holy  altar,  both  in  the  wilderness  of  Ame¬ 
rica,  and  in  the  dark  abodes  of  Africa,  and  in  all 
the  corners  of  the  earth,  wherever  there  are 
sincere  and  upright  souls. 

Well,  my  friends,  this  must  certainly  arise 
from  some  extensively  and  universally-diffused 
principle  in  the  souls  of  men,  that,  with  one 
common  consent,  they  agree  in  the  great  funda¬ 
mentals  of  all  religion.  This  must  be  something 
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more  (even  the  infidel,  if  he  considers,  must 
allow  it  is  something  more)  than  human  policy. 
Well,  what  is  it  then  ?  What  is  it  that  pre- 
pareth  the  heart  thus  acceptably  to  offer  unto 
God  ?  What  is  it  that  teacheth  all  men  that 
He  ought  to  he  worshipped?  Why,  it  is  no¬ 
thing  more  nor  any  thing  less  than  the  same 
eternal  all-creating  word,  who  filleth  all  things, 
and  is  as  intimately  near  to  and  independent  of 
us,  as  the  very  air  we  breathe :  “  For,  (said  the 
apostle,)  He  is  not  far  off  any  one  of  you ;  nei¬ 
ther  can  he  be;  for  in  him  we  live,  move,  and 
have  our  being.’’  Therefore  it  was  that  he  ex¬ 
horted  them  to  “  seek  the  Lord ,  if  haply  they 
might  find  him”  Well,  my  friends,  this  is  the 
great  business  of  every  gospel  minister;  to  la¬ 
bour  to  bring  people  here,  to  seek  for  them¬ 
selves  ;  to  seek  the  Lord,  if  haply  they  may  find 
him,  who  is  not  far  off  any  one  of  you,  who  is 
both  with  you,  and  in  you,  and  without  whose 
animating  power  you  could  not  exist  one  mo¬ 
ment;  neither  could  any  man  think  a  good 
thought  or  do  a  good  action,  except  the  Lord 
be  with  him.  This  is  my  faith:  so  that,  my 
friends,  it  has  taught  me  to  get  rid  of  all  those 
narrow  distinctions  which  many  have  been  mak¬ 
ing,  and  which  some  are  yet  industriously  en¬ 
deavouring  to  build  up,  between  even  the  fob 
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lowers  of  the  blessed  Jesus,  who  ought  always 
to  be  united — always  in  harmony— always  one, 
in  Him.  But,  for  my  own  part,  having  now  for 
a  number  of  years  endeavoured  to  seek  the 
Lord  impartially  for  myself,  I  have  known  him 
in  this  way,  I  have  learned  the  gospel  in  this 
way;  for  I  have  been  clear  in  my  opinion,  that 
all  the  inventions  and  works  of  men,  by  their 
fallen  wisdom,  have  only  scattered  the  spiritual 
sheep  in  Jacob,  and  divided  them  in  Israel;  and 
have  split  the  Christian  church  into  so  great  a 
variety  of  names,  and  so  great  a  variety  of  forms. 
Indeed,  we  find  many  of  them  are  rooted  in 
prejudice  one  against  another.  Therefore,  the 
enquiry  of  this  day  seems  to  be,  not  so  much, 
Is  it  the  truth  that  these  men  hold?  but,  Is  he 
of  my  name?  or  what  named oes  he  hold?  This 
seems  to  be  the  foolish  enquiry  of  many,  who 
can  accept  little  or  nothing,  except  it  comes  from 
those  who  are  established  in  the  same  opinion, 
and  within  the  bounds  which  they  have  built, 
and  called  after  their  own  name  among  men. 
But,  my  friends,  my  belief  is,  that  the  Lord  is 
arising  in  the  earth  to  put  an  end  to  these  divi¬ 
sions  and  distractions  in  his  church ;  to  bring 
down  all  those  who  have  been  exalted  in  their 
imaginations,  in  supposing  that  they  only  were 
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the  people  of  God,  in  their  form  and  in  their 
manner ,  and  reject  all  others. 

Oh !  how  far  off  from  that  benevolence  of 
soul  which  the  Christian  religion  inspires,  ap¬ 
pears  faith  of  this  kind!  And  yet  there  are 
some  remaining,  even  in  this  enlightened  day, 
who  suppose  and  believe  that,  without  the  pale 
of  their  particular  church,  there  can  no  man  be 
saved. 

But  whence  come  these  opinions?  Why,  I 
believe,  the  Lord  originally  sowed  good  seed  in 
his  church;  but  while  men  have  slept  in  carnal 
ease  and  security,  an  enemy  has  entered,  scat¬ 
tered  and  divided  them,  and  sown  tares  among 
them.  Now,  for  my  own  part,  it  appears  to  me 
to  be  the  great  work  of  every  diligent  shepherd 
of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  to  labour  to  bring  all 
men  back  to  the  foundation— to  the  one  true 
and  everlasting  fold.  To  remove  all  those  opi¬ 
nions  that  have  kept  the  world  at  variance  so 
long,  even  in  those  that  have  loved  God  with 
sincerity  of  heart  in  their  different  professions 
among  Christians.  Oh!  how  shy  they  have 
been  one  of  another,  how  afraid  of  coming  into 
the  company  of  one  another,  how  they  have 
shunned  one  another!  Aye,  my  friends,  can 
this  be  agreeable  to  the  glorious  and  dignified 
gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  that  we  profess?  No: 
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I  trust,  no  man  will  believe  it  can.  Well  then, 
the  great  enquiry  ought  to  be,  is  there  not  one 
universal  guide — one  holy,  divine,  and  un¬ 
changeable  principle,  by  which  we  may  all 
again  be  gathered  into  unity  ?  Is  there  no  such 
thing  as  truth  in  the  earth?  I  believe  there  is; 
and  that  all  men  may  find  it  too,  who  are  stu¬ 
diously  desirous  so  to  do — who  prefer  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  truth  to  all  things  else — who  are 
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making  every  secondary  consideration  give  way 
to  their  obtaining  it;  and  when  they  have  found 
it,  to  live  in  obedience  to  it.  This  is  the  sin¬ 
cere  heart’s  enquiry,  among  all  the  various  names : 
that  God  will  be  pleased  to  teach  them  the  way 
of  truth,  and  establish  them  in  it ;  so  that  they 
shall  all  speak  the  same  language,  that  there 
may  be  no  diversity  of  opinion,  in  the  ground 
and  foundation  of  their  belief.  For  this  holy 
principle  is  one :  it  teaches  plain,  simple,  and 
easy  doctrine,  comprised  w7ithin  a  narrow  com¬ 
pass:  it  does  not  confound  and  confuse  the 
world  with  variety  of  mystical  opinions,  which 
are  hard,  or  which  it  is  impossible  to  compre¬ 
hend  ;  but  the  truth,  upon  which  glory,  immor¬ 
tality,  and  eternal  life  depend,  is  plain,  free,  and 
simple :  “  To  know  Thee ,  the  only  true  God}  and 
Jesus  Christ  whom  thou  hast  sent .  is  life  eter¬ 
nal? 
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Well,  my  friends,  how  shall  we  know  this? — 
where  shall  we  find  it? — how  shall  we  be 
assured  that  we  are  really  in  this  knowledge, 
and  in  this  faith?  I  speak  now  in  much 
charity,  for  I  do  not  boast  of  my  own  attain¬ 
ments;  but  what  I  feel  and  believe  to  be  true, 
from  my  own  experience,  and  which  appears 
to  me  to  be  consistent  with  the  doctrines  both 
of  the  Old  and  New  Testament,  I  am  not 
ashamed  to  declare,  though  it  were  to  thou¬ 
sands  and  tens  of  thousands.  I  say,  from  the 
very  beginning  there  was  an  eternal  principle — 
there  was  a  holy,  unflattering,  and  unchange¬ 
able  guide  placed  in  the  souls  of  men,  which,  if 
they  had  attended  to  it,  would  have  led  all  men 
safely.  “  It  is  shown  to  thee,  (says  the  pro¬ 
phet,)  O  man,  what  thou  shouldst  do,  and  what 
the  Lord  thy  God  requireth  at  thy  hands:  to 
do  justice,  to  love  mercy,  and  to  walk  humbly 
with  thy  God.”— -It  is  shown  to  thee  what  is 
good.  These  are  the  forcible  expressions:  to 
“  do  justice,  to  love  mercy ,  and  to  walk  humbly 
with  thy  God.” 

And  here,  I  believe,  is  the  ground-work  and 
foundation  of  all  religion.  Can  any  man  say  it 
is  not  shown  to  him  how,  without  the  assistance 
of  ministers  or  any  human  learning — wdthout  the 
assistance  of  men  learned  in  the  schools,  men 
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of  science,  men  of  many  languages,  or  men  of 
profound  education,  we  can  attain  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  these  saving  truths,  which  are  so  es¬ 
sential  for  us  to  know,  believe,  and  practise? 
So  that  no  man  has  any  occasion,  by  any  means 
whatever,  to  enquire  of  his  neighbour,  or  of 
his  brother,  concerning  these  things.  So  that, 
my  friends,  though,  indeed,  we  have  invited  you 
here,  and  are  glad  of  your  company  to  sit  down 
in  this  manner,  we  seek  not  any  thing  that  is 
yours,  but  you  only;  to  bring  you  to  God, 
not  to  ourselves;  not  to  convert  you  to  this 
and  that  opinion ;  but  that  all  men  may  come 
to  the  divine,  eternal,  and  unchangeable  prin¬ 
ciple  in  themselves ,  that  would  teach  them  in 
all  things :  the  same  that  is  spoken  of  in  a  va¬ 
riety  of  passages  in  Scripture,  and  yet  is  in  this 
day  so  much  neglected :  the  same  that  our  Sa¬ 
viour  promised  should  be  with  his  followers  to 
the  end  of  the  world ;  even  his  own  eternal  spi¬ 
rit,  the  Spirit  of  God  and  of  Christ.  This  is 
the  ruler,  the  director,  the  glorious  and  blessed 
regulator  of  all  things :  without  it,  the  Scriptures 
could  never  have  been  given ;  because,  by  it  all 
the  men  of  God  were  inspired  to  behold  the 
light  God  had  granted  them  concerning  the 
things  thereof;  and  by  it  all  men  are  enlight¬ 
ened,  more  or  less.  For  Jesus  Christ  is  “  the 
true  light  that  enlighteneth,”  not  only  those 
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that  have  read  the  history  of  his  life,  death,  and 
sufferings,  his  glorious  and  unparalleled  mira¬ 
cles  and  divine  doctrines,  but  also  those  that 
have  never  heard  of  the  name  of  Christ. 

So  enlarged  is  my  opinion  concerning  the 
equality  of  God’s  ways.  And  the  Scripture 
amply  and  fully  justifies  this  opinion;  for  Christ 
is  called,  not  only  the  light  of  his  own  followers 
who  believed  on  him,  but  the  true  “  light,  that 
enlighteneth  every  man  that  cometh  into  the 
world,”  be  they  of  what  name,  of  what  distinc¬ 
tion,  or  nation  they  may.  “  And  this  light  f 
(says  the  Evangelist  John,)  is  come  into  the 
world.”  But  the  reason  why  men  continue  un¬ 
der  condemnation  is  this,  (says  he:)  “  Light  is 
come  into  the  world ;  but  men  love  darkness  ra¬ 
ther  than  light,  because  their  deeds  are  evil:” 
they  are  not  willing  to  bring  their  deeds  to  this 
glorious  touch-stone,  this  test  that  would  try  all 
manner  of  actions — -Christ  in  you,  the  hope  of 
everlasting  glory,  in  which  the  primitive  be¬ 
lievers  were  settled,  and  found  here  their  rest. 

Here,  from  the  beginning,  the  church  of 
Christ  was  built:  upon  this  Holy  of  Holies, 
and  everlasting  word  of  Christ  and  of  God; 
speaking,  directing,  teaching,  and  leading  them 
wheresoever  they  should  go.  And  if  men  had 
abode  under  this,  it  would  have  taught  them 
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all  the  same  thing;  it  would  have  preserved 
those  that  have  called  themselves  Christians,  as 
well  as  all  other  men,  in  harmony  and  unity. 
It  could  have  made  neither  rents  nor  divisions. 
No,  no  such  thing:  it  would  not  have  told  thee 
one  thing,  and  me  another.  By  no  means. 
But  this  is  the  language  it  would  have  pro¬ 
claimed,  in  thy  heart  and  mine,  that  “ the 
work  of  righteousness  is  peace,  and  the  effect 
thereof  is  quietness,  and  assurance  for  ever.” 
Now  is  not  this  written  upon  every  man’s  con¬ 
science?  Yes,  I  am  persuaded  it  is.  And  I 
have  heard  the  wild  inhabitants  of  America  de¬ 
clare  this  was  the  truth;  and  they  found  it  in¬ 
scribed  upon  their  hearts,  (according  to  their 
own  expressions,)  by  the  finger  of  God’s  spirit 
himself;  namely,  that  the  work  of  righteousness 
is  peace;  and  the  way  to  be  happy  in  this  pre¬ 
sent  life,  and  to  be  eternally  happy  in  the  world 
to  come,  is  to  obey  his  voice,  to  work  righteous¬ 
ness,  to  be  upright  in  heart,  to  do  those  things 
which,  by  his  law  written  in  them,  he  had  made 
known  to  them  they  ought  to  do.  And  this  di¬ 
vine  principle  I  want  more  people  to  come  unto. 
But  men  have  been  too  long  bewildered  in  fol¬ 
lowing  one  another  in  darkness  and  confusion. 
This  is  my  faith,  and  I  believe  no  man  among 
us  can  say  but  this  is  the  case. 
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We  must,  if  ever  we  are  brought  back,  come 
to  the  foundation  and  corner-stone  whereon  the 
first  church  was  built.  We  must  go  to  Christ; 
we  must  leave  our  dependanee  upon  man,  and 
come  to  the  fountain .  For  the  same  decla¬ 
ration  may,  indeed,  be  put  to  thee,  (and  the  ex¬ 
pression  -will  hold  good  with  respect  to  far  too 
many  in  this  day,)  that  was  expressed  concern¬ 
ing  the  Jews:  “  My  people  have  committed 
two  great  evils:  they  have  forsaken  me,  the  foun¬ 
tain  of  living  waters,  and  they  have  hewn  out 
to  themselves  broken  cisterns,  that  can  hold  no 
water.”  Well,  my  friends,  I  am  assured  that 
many  of  you  assent  to  this  ;  that  of  all  the  systems 
and  inventions  of  men,  be  they  ever  so  specious, 
or  maintained  with  ever  so  much  pomp  or  elo¬ 
quence,  these  do  not,  nor  can  they  bring  one  soul 
to  Christ.  It  must  be  something  beyond  all  the 
powers  of  men ;  it  must  be  by  his  own  eternal 
power,  if  ever  we  are  brought  to  experience  the 
glorious  and  blessed  rest  prepared  for  those  that 
love  him.  For  no  man  can  come  to  the  Father 
but  by  Christ;  and  “  no  man  (said  he)  can 
come  to  me,  except  my  Father  draw  him.”  If 
Noah,  Job,  and  Daniel  were  here,  they  could 
save  neither  son  nor  daughter’s  life;  they  could 
only,  through  God’s  grace,  and  by  attention  to 
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his  inspeaking  word,  be  instrumental  to  save 
their  own  souls. 

For  no  man  can  either  do  the  work  for  ano¬ 
ther,  or  by  any  means  direct  him  after  safety,  but 
this  holy,  internal,  unchangeable  guide  alone. 
Are  there  any  persons  present  who  say,  “  This  is 
strange  doctrine  Well,  my  friends,  if  it  is 
strange  doctrine,  it  has  this  to  recommend  it,  at 
least,  that  it  is  not  new :  it  is  as  old  as  the 
Apostles’  days,  and  as  old  as  the  Prophets’  days, 
in  former  dispensations.  But,  I  believe,  life  and 
immortality  were  in  a  more  marvellous  manner 
brought  to  light  by  the  revelation  of  God, 
through  Jesus  Christ.  Therefore,  we  need  go  no 
further  back  than  the  New  Testament;  for  by 
the  doctrine  therein  contained,  we  hope  and 
believe  we  are  to  be  saved.  Is  not  this  the  case  ? 
Yes,  I  believe  it  is.  Well  then,  my  friends,  let 
us  see  whether  we  live  up  to  this  doctrine ;  let 
us  see  whether  we  really  are  what  the  primitive 
churches  were;  let  us  find  whether  our  belief 
is  rightly  founded,  or  whether  we  depend 
merely  upon  hear-say.  It  is  not  upon  the  hear¬ 
say  opinions  of  men ;  it  is  not  upon  the  works 
of  the  learned,  nor  the  speeches  of  the  elo¬ 
quent;  but  upon  something  that  we  feel  within, 
that  we  must  rely.  This,  I  believe,  must 
finally  be  the  case:  if  ever  we  are  prepared 
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to  join  the  host  of  heaven,  the  redeemed 
and  saved  of  God,  we  mast  know  the  truth 
in  ourselves.  Christ  is  the  way,  the  truth, 
and  the  life.  He  told  us  this  before  he  left 
the  world.  He  told  us  plainly,  that  he  that  is 
with  you,  shall  be  in  you.  Is  there  any  doctrine 
more  clear  than  this?  “  He  that  is  with  you, 
shall  be  in  you :  and  lo,  I  am  with  you  to  the  end 
of  the  world.”  And  “  if  I  go  away,  I  will  pray 
the  Father,  and  he  shall  send  another  comforter 
that  is,  in  another  form,  he  shall  send  the  spirit 
of  truth,  who  shall  lead  and  guide  you  into  all 
truth.  Well,  here  is  a  safe  direction,  and  an  un¬ 
changeable  directory  too.  He  shall  send  you 
another  comforter,  even  the  spirit  of  truth,  who 
shall  lead  and  guide  you  into  all  truth ;  who 
shall  take  from  me  and  show  it  to  you,  and  shall 
bring  all  things  to  your  remembrance.  Can 
there  be  any  plainer  doctrine  than  this?  I  believe, 
many  of  you,  my  friends,  assent  to  the  truth  of 
this,  and  that  this  is  the  way  in  which  we  ought 
to  enquire  after  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus.  We 
ought  to  come  to  Him  himself;  we  ought  to  re¬ 
tire  to  that  holy  uniting  word  which  we  have 
received;  for  (as  said  the  Apostle)  ye  have  no 
need  that  any  man  teach  you.  Why  then  are 
there  so  many  teachers  in  the  world,  and  main¬ 
tained  at  so  vast  an  expence?  Why  do  so 
many  take  so  much  pains  to  qualify  themselves 
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to  be  teachers  of  the  flock  of  Christ,  if  this  is 
really  the  case?  And  I  trust,  my  friends,  you 
will  be  candid  enough  to  say,  Certainly  it  is. 
You  have  no  need  that  any  man  teach  you,  but 
as  this  same  uniting  word  teaches  you,  which  is 
truth.  I  trust  I  am  surrounded  with  many 
tender  hearts,  and  many  charitable  Christians, 
who  have  been  seeking  the  truth  for  many 
years:  why  then,  my  friends,  you  must  come  to 
this  divine  teacher,  before  ever  you  can  be  fa¬ 
voured  with  the  knowledge  of  the  truth. 

I  verily  believe,  no  man  will  ever  come  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  truth  in  any  other  way.  Thou 
mayst  explore  volumes  after  volumes,  and  spend 
much  time  in  reading  many  pious  books,  and  the 
experiences  of  many  favoured  men  of  God.  I 
do  not  despise  inferior  helps.  The  Scriptures 
are  excellent :  they  are  much  more  excellent,  and 
worthier  to  be  held  in  greater  estimation,  than 
all  the  books  in  the  world.  But  the  Scriptures 
point  only  to  that  holy,  all-powerful  word,  which, 
indeed,  gave  all  the  Scripture.  The  whole  tenor 
of  the  gospel  doctrine  is  to  bring  men  there — 
to  settle  them  upon  that  foundation,  where 
they  may  build  with  safety — to  the  teachings  of 
the  holy  and  blessed  spirit  of  God  within  them. 
I  know  this  is  a  doctrine  too  much  exploded. 
How  unjust!  how  derogatory  to  the  goodness 
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and  mercy  of  God,  to  send  thousands  and  mil¬ 
lions  of  thousands  into  this  world,  with  powers 
and  faculties  to  conceive  that  there  is  immor¬ 
tality,  and  to  believe  that  there  are  glorious  re¬ 
wards  in  the  world  to  come,  if  he  had  left  us  no 
other  guide  to  go  by. 

Now  some  will  say,  “  W e  have  the  Scriptures 
to  go  by.”  Do  we  not  see  enough  of  this? 
Truly,  the  Scriptures  do  direct  us  to  this  glo¬ 
rious  principle  within  us,  yet  how  do  men  turn 
them  to  every  purpose  1  One  learned  man  starts 
up  in  one  quarter  of  the  nation,  and  he  says, 
"  Here  is  a  portion  of  Scripture,  and,  I  assure  you, 
it  means  so  and  so.”  And  another  declares,  with 
equal  learning,  with  a  great  deal  of  study,  and 
with  abundance  of  eloquence,  “  My  friends,  it  is 
so  and  so :  this  way  you  must  believe.”  And 
there  is  one  even  gone  over  to  the  country  of 
my  nativity,  who,  with  the  New  Testament  in 
his  hands,  is  laying  the  axe,  by  his  arguments, 
as  much  as  is  in  his  power,  to  the  very  root  of 
the  Christian  religion.  This  is  my  faith,  that  he 
is  destroying  the  foundation  whereon  it  is  built, 
and  yet  pretending  to  bring  his  doctrine  from 
the  Scripture.  But  what  will  not  sophistry  do? 
what  has  it  not  done?  Oh!  the  evils  it  has 
produced  in  the  world.  But  I  trust  neither  this 
man, learned  and  wise  as  he  maybe  in  the  world’s 
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estimation,  nor  any  other,  will  ever  be  able  to 
sap  that  foundation  which  God  has  laid  in  Sion, 
nor  to  rob  you  or  my  own  soul  of  that  glorious 
hope  and  blessed  consolation,  in  the  redemption 
and  mediation  of  our  dear  Lord  and  Saviour 
Jesus  Christ.  God  forbid  it  should:  and  I 
trust  it  will  not.  The  Lord  will,  by  his  own 
light  and  power,  dispel  every  cloud  and  dark¬ 
ness  that  shall  arise,  to  cast  up  a  mist  before 
the  eyes  of  the  professors  of  Christianity. 

But  to  return.  I  want  you,  my  friends,  it  is  my 
most  earnest  labour,  -wheresoever  it  may  please 
God  to  take  me,  throughout  his  vineyard,  to 
get  people,  if  possible,  to  build  upon  a  foundation 
that  those  various  opinions  of  men  will  not  be 
able  to  shake.  I  know  that  there  is  a  foundation 
so  strong,  that  all  those  various  and  contradictory 
opinions  of  men  may  butt  against  the  honest  and 
sincere-hearted  pilgrim’s  dwelling,  and  not  be 
able  to  shake  it.  This  I  am  persuaded  of.  Verily, 
there  is  a  rest  for  the  people  of  God-— there  is 
something  whereon  we  may  build  safely;  that  is, 
on  Christ:  “Christ  in  you,  the  hope  of  glory.’" 
0 1  that  you  may  seek  to  him.  God  is  no  re¬ 
specter  of  persons :  he  will  teach  all  men  him¬ 
self:  he  will  manifest  his  mercy  equally  to  all 
men:  he  rejects  none:  he  makes  none  of  the 
distinctions  of  high  and  low,  rich  and  poor,  that 
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we  poor,  weak  beings  do.  No  :  he  is  equal  in 
his  ways,  and  just  in  all  his  doings;  and  those 
that  come  to  him,  he  will  in  no  wise  cast  out. 
For  “  there  is  no  difference  (says  the  Apostle) 
between  the  Jew  and  Greek;  for  one  God  over 
all,  is  rich  unto  all  that  come  unto  him” — rich 
to  all  that  seek  him ;  and  so  he  remains  to  be. 

Oh,  my  friends,  were  you  to  adhere  to  these 
plain  and  simple  truths,  it  would  prevent  a  great 
deal  of  confusion  in  the  world ;  it  would  bring 
about  a  different  face  and  appearance  amongst 
the  professors  of  Christianity,  from  what  we 
now  behold  in  Europe;  it  would  put  an  end  to 
all  dissensions ;  it  would  put  an  end  to  all  envy¬ 
ing  one  another — to  all  false,  to  all  evil  speaking, 
and  even  evil  thinking,  one  of  another.  This  I 
am  confident  of,  if  it  was  adhered  to.  Christ 
and  his  glorious  dispensation,  is  not  a  dispens¬ 
ation  of  strife  and  dispute;  for,  when  he  came, 
there  was^even  uttered  by  the  songs  of  angels, 
“  Peace  on  earth,  and  good-will  to  men .”  And 
he  declared,  that  “  by  this  should  all  men 
know  that  ye  are  my  disciples,  if  ye  love  one 
another.”  And  so  wre  may  as  reasonably  con¬ 
clude,  that  by  this  shall  all  men  know  that  ye 
are  not  Christ’s  disciples,  if  ye  hate,  devour, 
and  destroy  one  another.  It  is  as  clear  to  me, 
as  the  sun  that  shines  in  the  firmament.  He 


71 


was  the  Prince  of  Peace ;  of  whose  government, 
the  prophet  Isaiah  declares,  there  never  should 
be  an  end.  Oh,  my  fellow-Christians,  let  us, 
with  all  our  souls,  draw  nigh  unto,  and  seek  for 
his  holy  power  to  influence  our  hearts;  that  he 
may  bring  us  into  the  bond  of  Christian  cha¬ 
rity,  and  of  holy  and  blessed  union  one  with 
another;  that  he  may  destroy  all  within  us  that 
seeks  to  blow  up  nations  and  kingdoms  into 
confusion,  and  that  seeks  to  bring  distress  upon 
individuals,  nations,  and  countries!  Do  not  we 
behold  the  ravages  of  war?  What  has  it  done, 
even  in  this  nation,  where  the  sound  of  war  has 
only  been  heard?  How  many  weeping  widows, 
how  many  tender  parents  has  it  lately  deprived 
of  their  support!  It  never  would  have  been  so, 
I  am  persuaded,  if  the  professors  of  Christianity 
had  kept  to  their  first  principle.  No  man  can 
believe  it,  I  think,  with  the  Bible  in  his  hand  ; 
which  forbids,  in  our  Lord’s  express  words,  our 
saying,  in  this  glorious  day,  “  An  eye  for  an 
eye,  and  a  tooth  for  a  tooth.”  Yet,  alas!  is  it 
not  the  language  too  much  used  amongst  us? 
“  Thou  hast  injured  me,  and  therefore  I  will 
injure  thee;  thou  hast  spoken  evil  of  me,  and  I 
will  speak  evil  also  of  thee.”  But  ought  it  to 
be  so?  Ought  we  not  rather  to  suffer  injuries, 
as  the  primitive  believers  did,  without  murmur- 
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mg— without  complaining?  They  received  them 
all  with  meekness,  as  their  holy  and  blessed  Re¬ 
deemer  did  before  them;  who  even,  when  he 
was  about  to  quit  the  body,  by  the  hands  of 
cruel  men,  did  not  he  set  us  a  glorious  example, 
even  towards  his  last  moments  ?  “  Father,  for¬ 
give  them,”  says  he,  “  for  they  know  not  what 
they  do!”  He  that  had  power  to  call  legions 
of  angels  at  his  command,  meekly,  in  this  man¬ 
ner,  addressed  his  father. 

“  W ell,  (but  some  may  say,)  is  it  really  pos¬ 
sible  to  come  into  this  spirit  of  forgiving  of 
injuries- — to  bear  insults,  without  even  returning 
and  retorting  again?”  Why  yes,  I  verily  be¬ 
lieve  the  Gospel  spirit  would  lead  us  into  all 
this.  “  Why,  then,  (some  may  say)  wouldst 
thou  have  men  to  be  cowards?”  No,  by  no 
means.  Cowards  where  they  ought  to  be  cow¬ 
ards,  to  be  sure — afraid  to  do  evil;  but  magnan¬ 
imous  heroes,  under  the  service  and  in  the 
service  of  the  glorious  King,  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ!  Because  the  Lamb  and  his  followers  will 
finally  obtain  the  victory.  Oh  then,  my  friends, 
let  us,  with  one  accord,  add  to  our  faith  works. 
It  is  a  glorious  and  blessed  faith.  But  if  thou 
add  not  to  thy  faith  works,  is  there  a  probability 
that  thou  wilt  reap  the  glorious  reward  ?  Oh ! 
what  is  it  that  our  blessed  Lord  pronounced  to 
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those  that  distinguished  themselves  with  works 
of  mercy,  with  works  of  benevolence,  and  works 
of  peace;  who  lived  in  the  peace  of  his  divine 
and  holy  religion,  which  he  had  given  them  to 
observe :  “  Come,  ye  blessed  of  my  Father,  in¬ 
herit  the  kingdom  prepared  for  you  from  before 
the  foundation  of  the  world.  I  was  sick,  and  in 
prison,  and  ye  visited  me.  I  was  hungry,  and 
ye  fed  me.  I  was  naked,  and  ye  clothed  me.  I 
was  a  stranger,  and  ye  took  me  in,  to  comfort 
me.  Come,  ye  blessed  of  my  Father,  inherit 
the  kingdom  prepared  for  you  from  before  the 
foundation  of  the  world.” 

Now,  it  is  this  kingdom  that  I  want  you,  my 
friends,  all  to  inherit — to  be  so  prepared  against 
the  awful  summons,  which  is  approaching  to  us 
all,  that  we  may  look  forward  without  dismay ; 
that  we  may  be  favoured  with  that  hope  which 
will  be  as  an  anchor  to  the  soul,  both  sure  and 
steadfast:  for,  whatever  we  may  have  promised 
to  ourselves,  in  a  moment  that  we  know  not 
“  the  Son  of  man  cometh.”  Thy  days  here 
may  be  few :  “  dust  thou  art ,  and  to  dust  thou 
shalt  return !” 

44  Earth’s  highest  station  ends  in,  4  here  he  lies 
And  4  dust  to  dust’  concludes  her  noblest  song. 

E 
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SECOND  DISCOURSE. 

My  religion  teaches  me  this,  and  it  is  the 
grand,  ruling,  and  fundamental  point  upon 
which  I  desire  to  rest  my  salvation;  that  is,  to 
endeavour  to  have  “  a  conscience  void  of  offence, 
both  towards  God  and  man” 

I  desire  not  to  offend  any  of  my  fellow-travel¬ 
lers  in  the  way  to  the  kingdom :  far  be  it  from 
me.  I  know  that  there  is  great  indulgence  ne¬ 
cessary  one  towards  another.  We  have  been 
variously  educated;  we  have  had  various  preju¬ 
dices  in  our  minds;  and  nothing  but  the  divine, 
illuminating  power  can  make  them  subside, 
so  as  that  we  might  have  charity  one  towards 
another.  I  believe  there  are  some  of  the  Lord’s 
true  church  in  every  nation,  and  among  every 
name;  and  that  there  are  not  only  those  who  are 
professing  the  same  faith  with  me,  and  who 
worship  God  in  silence,  as  I  do ;  but  also,  in 
other  professions,  there  are  those  who,  in  since¬ 
rity  of  soul,  offer  up  their  prayers  to  God.  This 
T  desire  to  believe,  wherever  I  may  be. 

1  am  here  in  this  island  at  present;  but  am 
going  to  the  continent  of  Europe.  I  seek  not 
my  own,  the  Lord  knoweth ;  nor  the  applause 
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of  men,  nor  any  thing  that  they  can  give;  but  a 
quiet  and  peaceful  conscience;  and  that  I  may 
be  made,  in  some  small  degree,  instrumental  to 
induce  some  to  enter  into  that  holy  bond  of  ever¬ 
lasting  union  and  harmony  which  shall  go  with 
us  beyond  the  grave.  This  is  the  great  and  most 
important  work  that  I  have  now  to  do  among 
you;  aye,  it  is  all;  and  for  this  I  have  left  my 
peaceful  home,  and  my  endeared  connexions; 
that  so,  if  possible,  I  might  be  an  instrument  of 
uniting  my  fellow-professors.  O!  then,  that  we 
may  look  upon  one  another  with  that  charity 
which  ever  ought  to  distinguish  all  the  followers 
of  Christ;  for  I  believe  there  may  be  followers 
of  Him,  in  many  forms  that  I  have  not  particu¬ 
larly  heard  of  at  present.  But,  through  the  di¬ 
vine  mercy,  I  believe  I  have  found  him  who  was 
typified  by  all  the  types  and  figures  that  went 
before  Him,  Jesus  Christ,  the  Son  and  Sent  of 
God;  and  my  desire  is,  that  all  men  may  find 
him  to  their  comfort  here,  their  peace,  their 
settlement  of  mind,  and  their  everlasting  re» 
joicing  in  the  world  to  come. 

Seek  him  then,  my  friends,  impartially:  enter 
into  your  closets :  do  as  the  noble  Bereans  did. 
When  they  heard  the  doctrine  which  the  servant 
of  Jesus  Christ  delivered  to  them,  they  searched 
the  Scriptures  diligently,  to  see  whether  these 
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things  were  so.  And  the  apostle  said,  “  these 
were  more  noble  than  those  of  Thessalonica, 
because,  when  they  heard  the  truths  of  the 
gospel,  they  searched  diligently”— they  did  not 
let  them  pass  by  unnoticed,  as  it  were,  in  at 
one  ear  and  out  of  the  other;  but  searched  dili¬ 
gently,  to  see  whether  these  things  were  so. 

I  believe  that,  if  this  were  the  case  with  some 
that  are  now  present,  they  would  indeed  be  made 
wiser  than  some  of  their  teachers.  Though  I 
I  doubt  not  I  have  fellow-labourers  in  the  gospel 
of  Jesus  Christ,  among  the  various  professors, 
under  every  Christian  name;  yet  I  believe,  and 
with  all  the  charity  I  can  attain,  that  there  are 
far  too  many  who  have  entered  into  Christ’s 
church  with  sinister  views ;  that  are  making  it 
a  living  and  competency  for  support  in  this  life, 
more  than  preaching  the  gospel  for  Jesus 
Christ’s  sake.  Yet  I  say,  I  believe  I  have  some 
faithful  brethren  in  the  ministry,  who  labour 
with  all  their  power  to  exalt  the  glory  of  God 
upon  the  earth,  and  to  bring  people  into  that 
condition  whereby  they  may  lay  hold  of  the 
kingdom  of  God. 

Therefore,  my  friends,  let  no  man  judge  me  as 
a  sectarian.  I  wish  your  everlasting  happiness: 
I  wish  all  our  increase  in  that  wisdom  which  is 
from  above;  that  so,  as  we  advance  in  years,  and 
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the  time  draws  nigh  wherein  we  must  lay  down 
this  mortal  and  perishing  body,  we  may,  through 
the  mercy  of  God,  be  gathered  to  himself;  and 
through  his  love,  which  is  unspeakable,  be  with 
the  saints  and  angels,  glorifying  and  praising 
his  name,  for  ever  and  ever,  world  without 
end. 
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SIXTH  DISCOURSE: 

DELIVERED  AT 

DEVONSHIRE-HOUSE  MEETING, 
1st  of  6th  Month,  1797* 

Chiefly  addressed  to  Young  People. 


A  PRAYER. 

Holy  and  blessed  Father,  thou  hast  been  in 
all  generations  the  joy  and  consolation  of  thy 
humble  children,  who  have  sought  thee  in 
uprightness  of  heart.  And  remembering  how 
rich  thou  hast  been  in  mercy  to  us— how  great 
in  condescension,  in  days  that  are  past  and  gone, 
those  whom  thou  hast  prepared  in  this  assembly 
are  thereby  encouraged  to  look  towards  thy  holy 
habitation,  and  to  implore  a  blessing  upon  the 
present  congregation  now  gathered  before  thee. 
Thou  hast  made  us,  O  Father,  deeply  sensible 
that  all  our  weak  and  feeble  efforts  for  the  pro¬ 
moting  of  thy  glory  here  upon  earth,  must  be 
unavailing ;  for,  except  thou  sanctify  the  work, 
except  thou  art  pleased  to  break  the  bread  and 
bless  it,  thy  poor  servants  never  have,  nor  ever 
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can  have,  wherewith  to  distribute  to  the  multi¬ 
tude. 

O  holy  Father,  and  Shepherd  of  this  flock, 
we  humbly  pray  thee  to  command  a  holy  solem¬ 
nity,  and  cause  thy  powerful  voice  to  be  heard 
in  the  temple  of  our  hearts;  that  so,  O  Father, 
all  that  is  unworthy  to  be  cherished  there — 
every  displeasing  and  unholy  thought,  may  be 
driven  out,  and  made  to  vanish  at  thy  glorious 
and  blessed  presence. 

Thou  beholdest  us,  O  Lord,  surrounded  with 
many  infirmities ;  thou  knowest  the  coldness, 
the  languor,  and  the  insensibility  which  often 
take  possession  of  our  hearts;  thou  knowest 
how  prone  we  are  to  wander  from  thee,  even  in 
our  solemn  gathering  together;  and  thou  alone 
art  able  to  prepare  thy  servants  to  offer  up  unto 
thee  a  sacrifice  in  righteousness,  of  unmixed 
love,  adoration,  and  praise.  Therefore,  O  F ather, 
we  beseech  thee  to  look  down  upon  the  young 
of  the  flock ;  many  of  whose  hearts  thou  hast 
made  sensible  of  thy  goodness — who  have  eat 
and  drank  in  thy  presence,  and  in  their  hearts 
thou  hast  mercifully  pleased  to  teach  the  holy 
and  blessed  precepts  of  thy  law.  O  Lord,  thou 
beholdest  their  weakness ;  thou  seest  that,  in 
many  of  them,  the  remembrance  of  thy  tender 
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mercies  are  passed  too  soon  away,  like  the  early 
dew  and  the  morning  cloud. 

We  humbly  and  reverently  pray  thee,  to  cause 
thy  all-powerful  word  more  and  more  to  be 
heard,  that  it  may  effect  the  glorious  work  which 
thou  hast  designed  to  bless  thine  heritage  with : 
so  that  those  who  are  now  present,  may  be 
sweetly  gathered  to  thee;  and  that  every  high 
thought,  every  exalted  imagination  may  be 
humbled  in  thy  presence.  May  this,  O  Lord, 
be  a  day  sanctified  unto  thyself  by  many: 
mayst  thou  feed  them  with  food  convenient 
for  them  in  their  different  capacities,  and  ac¬ 
cording  to  their  different  states  and  condi¬ 
tions. 

O  Father,  we  pray  thee  to  look  down  upon 
those  whom,  in  thine  unerring  wisdom,  thou 
hast  seen  meet  to  call  forth  to  preach  the  word 
of  reconciliation  to  others.  O  Father,  thou 
knowest  we  have  always  need  of  thee.  O,  do  thou 
go  before  us,  in  all  the  various  services  which 
thou  requirest  of  us,  for  the  promotion  of  thy 
great  and  glorious  cause  upon  earth.  Father, 
be  with  us:  counsel  and  teach  us  what  thou 
wouldst  have  us  to  do.  O  teach  us  what  we  are 
to  do  or  to  suffer,  as  thou  in  thy  wisdom  may 
seem  meet  to  provide;  that  in  all  things  thy 
name  may  be  glorified,  and  thy  power  obeyed: 
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that,  whether  we  are  in  poverty  or  riches — 
whether  we  abound  or  suffer  want,  we  may  in 
all  things  acknowledge  thy  goodness,  and  adore 
the  dispensation  of  thy  wisdom.  Thus,  Father, 
we  would  desire  to  look  unto  thee,  and  with 
one  accord  confess  our  own  unworthiness  for 
thy  manifold  mercies  that  are  past,  as  well  as 
for  recent  ones,  that  we  have  received  at  thy 
holy  hand;  and  to  acknowledge  that  thou  hast 
been  graciously  pleased,  from  season  to  season, 
to  cause  thy  presence  to  be  known  in  the  as¬ 
semblies  of  thy  people. 

O  glorious  Father,  be  not  only  with  thy 
gathered  people  and  church,  which  thou  hast 
so  long  been  pleased  to  water,  and  to  send  them 
celestial  rain  from  heaven;  but,  we  humbly 
pray  thee,  be  with  those  scattered  sheep  that 
may  be  said  to  be  up  and  down  in  the  wilder¬ 
ness,  who  are  without  delegated  shepherds. 
O  holy  and  blessed  Father,  thou  hast  many 
thousand  sheep  that  are  not  of  this  particular 
fold,  and  thou  seest  them  in  their  secret  ap¬ 
proaches  unto  thee;  thou  knowest  their  descrip¬ 
tion;  thou  knowest  how  much  some  of  them 
have  been  caused  to  drink  the  bitter  waters  of 
Marah.  O  suffer  us,  we  pray  thee,  to  intercede 
on  their  behalf;  that  thou,  in  thy  wonted  mercy 
and  loving  kindness,  mayst  remember  all  thy 
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people,  and  cause  them  to  drink  of  the  foun¬ 
tain  of  living  water,  and  to  partake  of  that 
bread  which  cometh  down  from  thee.  O,  do 
thou  be  pleased  to  bless  it  to  their  souls,  for 
their  refreshment;  that  so,  Father,  those  that  sit 
in  solitary  places,  may  rejoice  in  thee,  the  Lord; 
that  the  widow’s  heart  may  be  made  to  leap  for 
joy  in  thy  presence ;  that  the  prayers  and  tears 
of  these  may  ascend  up  to  thee,  who  rulest  in 
heaven,  and  in  the  kingdoms  of  men;  that  so 
thou  mayst  continue  to  be  a  father  to  the  father¬ 
less,  a  husband  to  the  w  idow.  And,  we  humbly 
pray  thee,  in  the  riches  of  thy  mercy,  to  turn 
the  nations  that  are  at  war  into  peace;  that  so, 
O  most  glorious  Father,  the  kingdom  of  thy 
dear  Son,  our  glorious  and  blessed  Redeemer, 
may,  more  and  more,  be  spreading  here  upon 
earth;  that  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands 
may  draw  nigh  unto  thee  ;  and  that  they,  with 
one  accord,  together  with  those  vdiom  thou 
hast  already  gathered  into  a  sense  that  thou  art 
good,  and  worthy  to  be  served,  worshipped, 
and  adored  above  all,  may  take  tbe  cup  of 
Messing  from  thy  hand,  and  render  up  unto 
thee  glory  and  honour,  thanksgiving  and  praise, 
both  now  and  for  evermore.  Amen.. 
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THE  SERMON. 

In  looking  round,  and  casting  my  eyes  upon 
this  assembly,  I  was  ready  to  say,  surely  there 
are  hardly  any  people  who  are  more  loudly 
called  upon,  frequently  and  solemnly  to  say 
within  themselves, 

u  How  much  owest  thou  unto  my  Lord  ? 

When  I  compare  the  abundant  blessings, 
which  have  been  in  so  distinguishable  a  manner 
poured  down  upon  this  part  of  the  Lord’s 
vineyard,  with  the  lot  of  many  thousands  that 
have  come  under  my  observation,  in  the  course 
of  the  last  nine  months,  I  cannot  but  admire 
the  goodness  of  Providence.  You  have  not 
only  the  comforts,  but  some  of  you,  my  young 
friends,  enjoy  even  the  superfluities  of  this  life. 
How|  plentifully  and  how  delightfully  are  you 
supplied,  from  time  to  time,  and  how  carefully 
are  you  watched  over;  so  that  neither  summer 
heat,  nor  winter  storms  are  suffered  to  wound 
or  afflict  you:  even  you,  the  dear  young  people 
of  this  place,  and  of  this  country,  while  many 
thousands,  and  tens  of  thousands,  who  are 
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equally  the  objects  of  redeeming  love  with  you, 
and  for  whom  the  Saviour  of  the  world  suffered 
and  died,  are  not  enjoying,  in  hardly  any  de¬ 
gree  of  comparison,  the  same  blessings  which 
you  enjoy.  How  many  poor,  of  young  and 
tender  years,  have  I  seen  obliged  to  turn  out, 
morning  after  morning,  wandering,  with  the 
coarsest  food  and  the  meanest  apparel,  over 
rocks  and  mountains,  with  a  few  sheep ;  and 

who  have  been  obliged  to  lie  down,  (not  in 
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beds  of  down,  nor  in  ceiled  houses,  you  may 
suppose,)  often  with  only  the  naked  earth  for 
their  bed,  and  the  coarsest  of  all  its  produc¬ 
tions  for  ther  food.  And  yet,  at  seasons,  I  have 
seen  them  enter  into  houses  of  worship,  where 
there  was  no  priest :  (as  they  were  destitute  of 
ministers :)  they  have  prostrated  themselves  in 
solemn  silence,  and,  no  doubt,  (for  I  am  sure  I 
have  no  doubt  of  it,)  they  offered  up  their  ac¬ 
knowledgments  of  gratitude  to  God.  The  sight 
of  their  sufferings  has  often  rent  my  heart;  and 
I  have  said,  how  much  more  occasion  have 
many  thousands  such  as  you,  day  by  day,  to 
lift  up  your  hearts,  with  your  hands,  to  your 
bounteous  Benefactor,  in  acknowledgment  of 
bis  unmerited  kindness  to  you:  for,  where  the 
Lord  has  done  many  mighty  works,  and  where 
he  has  shown  himself  in  an  extraordinary  man- 
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ner,  as  a  bountiful  giver  of  all  things  richly  to 
enjoy,  there  is  more  required  of  you;  and,  in 
proportion  to  the  Lord’s  favours,  remember, 
we  are  to  become  his  debtors.  For  what  hast 
thou  that  thou  hast  not  received  from  him? 
or  who  has  made  thee  to  differ  from  ano¬ 
ther  ?  Is  it  not  the  Lord’s  doings  ?  Is  it  not 
from  the  condescension  of  Him  who  ruletfi 
in  heaven,  and  over  the  kingdoms  of  men? 
Well,  my  friends,. there  were  a  people  formerly, 
whom  the  Lord  had  abundantly  distinguished 
from  all  the  other  families  of  the  earth;  but 
may  of  these  turned  their  backs  upon  him, 
and  became  an  ungrateful  people :  they  forgot 
the  Lord’s  mercies  ;  they  turned  them  into  wan¬ 
tonness;  they  rejoiced  not  in  the  gift  of  his 
bountiful  hand;  they  did  not  attribute  gratitude 
to  the  divine  Author  of  all.  So  that  the  in¬ 
spired  prophet,  in  the  name  of  the  Most  High, 
takes  up  this  remarkable  language  concerning 
this  people :  “  Hear,  O  heavens,  and  give  hear, 
O  earth,  saith  the  Lord:  I  have  nourished 
and  brought  up  children,  and  they  have  re¬ 
belled  against  me.”  He  not  only  called  heaven 
and  earth  to  witness  to  their  ingratitude,  but 
he  called  the  beasts  of  the  field  into  comparison 
with  them,  in  a  manner  that  ought  to  have 
made  them  hide  their  faces  with  confusion  and 
blushing,  when  he  said  to  them,  “  The  ox 
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knoweth  his  owner,  and  the  ass  his  master’s 
crib;  but  my  people  do  not  know  me:  Israel 
does  not  consider.”  The  faithful  prophets  in 
that  day,  were  often  brought  into  mourning 
and  lamentation  over  them :  “  Oh  that  my 
people  were  wise,”  said  one  of  them;  “that  they 
knew  this,  that  they  would  consider  their  latter 
end;  that  they  would  remember  what  will  be 
the  final  issue  of  their  departure  from  the  liv¬ 
ing  God.”  Well,  my  friends,  the  Lord’s  arm 
was  again  and  again  stretched  forth  to  that  peo¬ 
ple  to  save  them;  “  for,  as  a  father  pities  his 
children,  so  the  Lord  pitied  those  people.”  And 
I  believe,  his  pity  and  compassion  are  extending 
now,  even  to  the  most  ignorant  and  the  most 
ungrateful,  and  he  is  stretching  his  arm  all  the 
day  long.  Yet  he  not  only,  from  season  to 
season,  stretched  forth  his  arm  unto  them,  to 
receive  them;  but  he  also  warned  them,  that,  if 
they  did  not  keep  to  him — that,  if  they  turned 
not  away  from  those  things  which  offended 
him — which  they  loved  more  than  him,  that  a 
day  of  despisal  should  come.  “  You  have  I 
known  above  all  the  nations  of  the  earth,  and 
you  I  will  punish.”  Well,  friends,  it  is  not  often 
my  lot,  nor  do  I  believe  it  will  be  at  this  time 
my  endeavour,  to  deal  out  amongst  you  the  ter¬ 
rors  of  the  law;  but  it  is  my  endeavour  to  hold 
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forth  an  invitation  to  you,  in  the  love  of  the 
gospel,  which  I  trust  I  feel  amongst  you  at  this 
time,  to  query  solemnly  with  yourselves;  not 
only  what  you  owe  to  so  gracious  a  benefactor, 
but  also,  my  dear  young  friends,  what  you 
shall  render  to  him  for  all  his  distinguished 
mercies  to  you.  Do  you  not  feel  your  hearts 
ready  to  join  in  saying,  with  one  accord,  Lord, 
we  are  unworthy,  and  thou  seest  that  we  have 
nothing  that  we  can  offer :  prepare  thyself  the 
offering. 

My  young  friends,  do  not,  I  beseech  you, 
lightly  treat  the  honest  labours  of  those,  who, 
in  obedience  to  what  they  believe  to  be  of  di¬ 
vine  command,  have  forsaken  their  pleasant  en¬ 
joyments  in  this  life,  that  they  may  be  made 
useful  instruments  in  the  hands  of  the  Lord  of 
Hosts,  to  the  inviting  and  gathering  in  of  many 
thousand  souls,  to  turn  to  him,  the  Lord,  with 
full  purpose  of  heart.  Oh  !  my  young  friends, 
may  the  goodness  of  the  Lord  towards  you,  lead 
you  to  humble  yourselves.  Do  you  conceive, 
my  young  friends,  any  one  of  you,  that  you 
have  any  thing  to  be  proud  of,  because  you 
have  been  distinguished  from  such  as  I  have 
been  speaking  of?  No,  I  trust  you  have  more 
sense;  but  I  know  that  the  deceiver  is  ever 
near,  and  would  exalt  you — would  raise  you  up. 
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and  set  you  upon  a  pinnacle  of  dangerous  ho- 
Hour.  Oh !  take  no  delight  in  these  things ;  for 
he  will  tempt  you  often  to  look  and  admire, 
and  perhaps  to  long  after  the  glory  of  this 
world:  he  will  take  you  up  to  an  exceeding 
high  place,  and  show  you  the  kingdoms  and  glo¬ 
ry  of  the  world,  and  he  w  ill  endeavour  to  per¬ 
suade  you,  as  he  did  my  own  soul,  to  fall  down 
and  worship  him — to  give  up  your  heart  to  him, 
and  all  these  things  will  he  give  you :  that  he 
will  bring  you  into  admiration  in  the  world,  and 
he  will  crown  you  with  earthly  glory — he  will 
favour  you  with  worldly  pleasures,  and  you  shall 
drink  of  them  to  the  full;  only  fall  down  and 
worship  him,  and  give  up  your  heart  to  him. 
I  know  that  you  are  as  liable  to  be  deceived  as 
I  was,  in  this  manner ;  therefore,  with  sympa¬ 
thetic  feeling  to  you,  the  language  of  my  tra¬ 
vailing  spirit  for  you  is,  that  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  may  be  formed  in  you ;  that  so  his  power 
being  known  and  formed  in  your  hearts,  it 
would  break  down  ail  the  powers  of  Satan.  So 
that,  when  you  are  tempted  to  look  after  those 
things  which  would  lead  your  hearts  further 
into  the  favour  of  them,  he  will  grant  you 
power  to  resist  his  temptations,  as  his  tempta¬ 
tions  ought  to  be  resisted ;  and  if  you  early  re¬ 
ceive  him  sincerely  in  your  hearts,  he  will 
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cause  the  language  of  your  soul  to  be  on  such 
an  occasion:  “  Get  thee  behind  me,  Satan;  for 
thou  savourest  not  of  the  things  which  are  of 
God,  but  of  those  which  are  of  men.”  He  will 
lead  thee  into  solid,  substantial  peace  and  hap¬ 
piness,  here  and  in  the  life  wdiich  is  to  come. 
So  that,  my  tender  young  friends,  let  me  be¬ 
seech  and  desire  you,  in  your  youth,  to  choose 
the  paths  of  light — to  suffer  the  Lord’s  blessed 
spirit  to  lead  you  into  the  footsteps  of  the  flock 
of  his  peaceful  company — into  the  way  that  they 
have  trod  in  all  generations  and  in  all  nations. 
It  will  be  happy  for  you  to  walk  in  this  way; 
though  this  way  is  often  a  way  of  much  sorrow, 
and  the  entrance  to  it  a  cross  to  flesh  and  blood. 
There  may  be  a  great  many  tribulations  to  pass 
through,  before  you  come  to  the  enjoyment  of 
that  peace  which  surpasses  all  understanding. 
I  say,  this  may  be  the  case;  because  I  know, 
from  some  experience,  that  there  are  a  vast 
number  of  tribulations,  and  a  great  variety  of 
crosses  to  be  met  with,  in  following  our  own  in¬ 
clinations;  and  that  Satan  is  a  harder  and  more 
cruel  master,  a  thousand  times  over,  than  the 
one  I  would  wish  you  to  be  in  obedience  to. 
My  young  friends,  bow  many  have  suffered  him 
to  be  a  hard  master.  Have  you  not  known  him 
to  be  a  hard  task-master  indeed?  How  has  he 
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followed  some  of  you,  my  young  friends  of  my 
own  sex,  after  you  have  been  wandering  in  the 
paths  of  licentiousness — after  you  have  been  in 
the  paths  of  folly  and  wickedness,  for  a  few 
hours  of  what  the  jovial  world  calls  enjoyment 
and  pleasure?  How  many  bitters  are  there  after 
one  of  these  revels,  to  those  that  are  spending 
their  days  and  their  nights  in  wantonness  and 
rioting!  If  we  could  draw  the  midnight  cur¬ 
tain  when  they  are  left  alone,  and  if  we  could 
be  in  the  least  degree  sensible  of  the  feelings 
that  surround  them,  after  they  are  brought  to 
think  of  their  latter  end,  and  to  advert  to  that 
silent  and  certain  approaching  season,  when 
they  must  bid  adieu  to  all  these  things — I  say, 
if  we  could  look  into  their  breasts  at  such  a  sea¬ 
son,  oh !  we  should  there  see  what  a  hard  task¬ 
master  many  of  the  sons  of  licentiousness  have 
been  serving.  Thus  we  see,  that,  by  every  con¬ 
sideration  worthy  of  a  rational  being  as  well  as  of 
a  Christian,  (those  for  whom  the  glorious  and 
blessed  Redeemer  of  the  world  suffered  and 
died,)  we  are  called  upon,  and  you  are  called 
upon,  my  dear  young  friends,  now  in  the  flower 
of  life,  to  give  up  your  thoughts  and  affections 
to  love  and  serve  God.  Above  all,  gratitude 
calls  upon  you :  if  you  love  peace  and  happiness, 
this  calls  upon  you;  and  if  you  look  forward  to 
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that  solemn  day  that  is  hastening,  if  you  wish  to 
lay  down  your  head  upon  your  pillow  with  ease 
and  quietness  to  the  soul,  when  you  are  about 
to  leave  mortality,  and  when  a  thousand  worlds 
could  not  purchase  it  for  you  :  all  these  consi¬ 
derations  call  upon  you  to  love  and  serve  God. 

Then,  my  young  friends,  resolve  to  make  cove¬ 
nant  with  the  Lord.  I  am  confident  you  will 
never  find  it  easier;  for  every  step  now  is  a  jour¬ 
ney,  I  am  persuaded.  But  Satan  will  assault  you ; 
and  after  he  has  tried  you  with  one  temptation 
to  deceive  you,  he  will  try  you  with  another,  and 
he  will  vary  his  temptations.  I  believe  there  is 
no  time  of  life  wherein  a  true  sacrifice  is  made 
to  the  all-bountiful  Creator  and  giver  of  every 
good  and  perfect  gift,  but  is  it  accepted.  Yet 
those  who  offer  up  to  him  in  their  youth,  morn¬ 
ing  and  night;  that  resign  up  their  talents,  their 
substance,  and  all  that  they  have,  to  Him,  the 
the  great  and  glorious  giver,  will  escape  many 
snares,  and  will  finally,  most  assuredly,  attain  a 
crown  of  eternal  glory.  Oh!  you  have  many 
talents:  there  is  a  field  of  labour  in  the  cause  of 
virtue,  in  the  promoting  of  benevolence,  in  the 
happiness  of  our  fellow-creatures.  Your  talents 
are  exceedingly  large  and  extensive ;  and  if  you 
had  more  talents  and  more  time  than  any  of  you 
will  have,  and  more  of  the  world’s  substance 
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to  offer  on  tills  occasion,  I  believe,  when  you 
come  to  die,  you  will  see  that  the  peace  of  God 
will  then  crown  it  into  a  gladdening  hope  that  a 
glorious  immortality  was  purchased  for  you. 

Many  have  passed  out  of  this  life  with  that 
holy  serenity  of  soul:  the  Lord  has  magnified 
his  name  in  their  dying  moments.  What  loud 
preaching  ought  it  to  be  to  us,  when  we  have 
seen  this— when  wre  have  heard  or  read  of  those 
who  have  put  off  their  mortal  tabernacles,  and 
who  were  like  servants  waiting  for  the  coming  of 
the  Lord.  O,  (they  have  said,)  Lord  Jesus,  come 
quickly:  thy  servant  is  ready;”  and  they  have 
said,  like  Paul:  “  I  long  to  be  dissolved,  that  I 
may  be  with  Christ ;  for  He  is  my  joy,  he  is  my 
hope,  he  is  my  everlasting  friend.”  Oh!  my  pre¬ 
cious  young  friends,  prize  the  privileges  the  Lord 
has  granted  you  day  by  day ;  redeem  the  time  as 
it  passes  along;  do  not  suffer  a  day  to  pass  over 
you,  without  offering  up  something  to  God:  for 
if  you  begin  early  in  this  excellent  habit  of  soul, 
to  offer  up  every  day  something  to  God,  I  be¬ 
lieve,  that  even  the  least  offering  that  you  can 
offer  with  sincerity,  will  be  accepted;  and  all 
you  give,  will  enrich  you  more  and  more.  It  is 
the  peculiar  blessing  of  those  that  offer  up  to 
God,  that  all  they  offer,  and  all  their  sacrifices, 
enrich  them  more  and  more.  Above  all,  let 


me  entreat  you  to  be  continually  mindful  of 
how  much  you  owe  to  the  Lord,  that,  when  you 
lie  down  upon  your  pillow  in  the  evening,  you 
may  offer  him  the  tribute  of  praise  and  thanks¬ 
giving.  Oh!  my  young  friends,  I  hope  you 
love  to  turn  to  God  at  these  seasons.  What! 
do  not  you  pray  ?  Do  you  not  offer  up  praise  ? 
Are  there  any  present  that  do  not?  Are  there 
any  here,  that  can  pass  over  day  after  day, 
without  seriously  reflecting  on  whom  they  live, 
move,  and  have  their  being,  and  on  what  they 
owe  to  Him.  If  there  be  any  such,  let  me  en¬ 
treat  it  of  you  that  you  be  so  no  longer. 

Can  it  be  possible  to  be  a  Christian  without 
prayer  and  praise?  No;  for  as  it  is  the  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  the  redeemed  and  the  sanctified  spirits 
in  heaven;  so,  my  young  friends,  we  must,  in 
some  measure,  know  it  to  be  the  enjoyment  of 
the  children  of  our  Heavenly  Father,  while  here 
upon  earth.  For  if  we  do  not  sing  the  song  of 
Zion  and  the  redeemed  upon  earth,  I  do  not 
believe  we  have  reason  to  hope,  we  shall  be  able 
to  join  the  songs  of  the  redeemed  in  heaven. 
Oh  that  those  who  would  enjoy  what  they  do, 
might  do  what  they  have  to  do  quickly;  for 
what  we  do,  we  must  do  quickly.  No  time  is 
to  be  lost  if  we  would  enter  into  the  kingdom 
of  God;  (and  I  believe  his  blessed  kingdom  is 
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hastening  apace;) — if  we  would  be  of  his  re¬ 
deemed,  and  if  we  w^ould  be  prepared  for  the 
general  assembly  of  saints  and  angels,  cherub- 
ims  and  seraphims,  in  the  kingdom  of  the  Lord 
and  of  his  Christ — let  us  now  begin  with  one 
accord,  and  sing  praise,  glory,  and  honour,  to 
the  Lord  God  and  the  Lamb,  wrho  lives  and 
reigns  for  ever  and  ever. 


9  5 


SEVENTH  DISCOURSE: 

DELIVERED 

On  the  Evening  of  the  11th  of  7th  Month,  1797- 


I  humbly  hope  it  is  right  and  meet  at  this  time, 
to  remind  you  of  a  passage  that  closely  engages 
my  mind:  it  is  what  our  blessed  Lord  and  Saviour 
said  to  those  Jews  that  believed  in  his  name: 
“  If  ye  continue  in  my  word ,  then  are  ye  my 
disciples  indeed;  and  ye  shall  know  the  truth , 
and  the  truth  shall  make  you  free 

I  do  not  possess  a  hesitating  mind  at  this  mo- 
ment,  to  declare  as  my  belief,  that  there  are 
here  a  large  number  present,  who  are  in  the 
same  circumstances  as  these  Jews  were  of 
old,  who,  through  the  revelation  of  God’s  mercy 
in  their  souls,  have  believed  on  his  Son  Jesus 
Christ.  And  oh !  are  there  any  among  us  that 
are  looking  for  salvation,  by  or  through  any 
other  name,  or  any  other  power,  but  by  and 
through  the  name  and  power  of  Jesus.  Me- 
thinks  I  hear  thy  soul  say  with  gladness,  He  is 
the  way,  the  truth,  and  the  life;  and  that  there 
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is  no  other  name  given  under  heaven,  whereby 
men  can  be  saved,  but  by  the  name  and  power 
of  Jesus.  I  sincerely  wish  you  all  joy,  not  only 
in  believing,  but  also  in  obeying  the  manifesta¬ 
tion  of  that  divine  word,  which,  in  all  genera¬ 
tions,  has  been  as  a  light  to  the  feet,  and  as  a 
lamp  to  the  path,  of  the  truly  wise  and  chosen 
of  God,  who  now  make  up  a  part  of  that  holy, 
living  army,  gathered  out  of  all  nations,  kin¬ 
dreds,  tongues,  and  people,  who  are  now  sur¬ 
rounding  his  throne  and  offering  incense  to  him. 
You  that  have  believed  on  him,  are  highly  fa¬ 
voured  indeed,  and  are  longing  to  be  sealed : 
you  have  beheld  the  inestimable  privilege  that 
his  true  disciples  enjoy;  he  has  caused  you  to 
long  after  this-— for  the  increase  and  the  desire 
after  the  perfect  blessing.  And  there  is  a  ne¬ 
cessity  for  you  and  for  me  to  remember,  that 
it  is  only  in  Him  and  by  Him  that  we  stand. 
Many  have  begun  well,  and  done  well  for 
a  time:  they  have  manifested  great  love  for 
the  saints,  they  have  rejoiced  in  the  truth  for  a 
season;  but  when  tribulation,  and  persecution, 
and  suffering  for  the  name  and  testimony  of 
Jesus  came,  they  have  returned  again  to  the 
world.  Many  of  these  people  would  be  willing 
to  obtain  an  everlasting  crown  without  filling 
up  their  measure  of  suffering  with  Christ ;  and 
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these,  not  having  continued  in  his  word, 
have  turned  aside  and  rejected  their  first  love, 
their  Master,  Lord,  and  King,  as  being  a  hard 
master. 

We  may  remember  reading  of  many  that 
kept  following  him  for  a  season,  who,  when  he 
spoke  of  what  was  to  be  accomplished,  imme¬ 
diately  they  heard  these  things  they  followed 
him  no  more.  But  I  believe,  there  are  many 
of  you,  that  can  adopt  the  language  of  those 
that  remained  following  our  Lord  and  master, 
when  he  turned  round  to  them  of  old,  and  said, 
in  a  complacent  manner:  “Will  ye  also  go 
away?"1  They  replied:  “To  whom  shall  we 
go,  Lord ;  for  thou  hast  the  words  of  eternal 
life." 

Well,  my  fellow-travellers,  both  young  and 
aged ;  you  that  have  early  believed  in  Christ, 
and  long  to  be  his  disciples  indeed;  you  who 
are  continuing  in  the  world,  be  strong,  hold  fast 
the  profession  of  your  faith,  without  weariness, 
nothing  doubting.  Sufficient  is  the  power  of 
Him  who  taught  us  the  way  to  glory,  immor¬ 
tality,  and  eternal  life,  that  through  Him  you 
may  come,  from  one  degree  to  another,  to  know 
the  truth  as  it  is  indeed  in  Jesus — to  know  and 
enjoy  that  glorious  and  blessed  love,  which  the 
children  of  God,  who  are  faithful  to  him,  are 
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always  privileged  to  enjoy.  And  a  blessed  liberty 
it  is*  to  those  w  ho  have  enlisted  under  the  ban¬ 
ner  of  Jesus  Christ;  who  came  into  the  world  to 
open  the  prison  door,  and  let  every  captive  go 
free ;  who  proclaims  the  day  of  liberty  to  the 
captive,  and  the  opening  of  the  prison  door  to 
them  that  are  bound. 

We  have,  many  of  us,  occasion  to  remember 
the  days  of  heavy  bondage,  under  the  most  un¬ 
feeling  task-master — the  days  of  ignorance,  the 
days  of  darkness,  the  days  of  spiritual  death, 
in  which  the  Lord  visited  our  souls  when  we 
were  afar  off— when  we  did  not  seek  him;  for 
the  declaration  is  fully  accomplished,  “  I  was 
found  by  them  that  sought  me  not.”  So  it  has 
been  with  many  of  us,  when  we  were  treading 
out  of  the  Lord’s  ways,  and  wandering  in  the 
broad  ways  of  sin  and  iniquity;  the  Lord  has 
been  mercifully  pleased  to  meet  us  in  our  .own 
way.  He  has  arrested  us  suddenly,  when  some 
of  us  were  pursuing,  with  all  eagerness,  those 
pleasures,  those  enjoyments,  which  lead  the 
soul  from  God,  and  finally  will  conduct  it  down 
to  the  chambers  of  death. 

Well,  it  is  a  great  mercy  to  be  thus  arrested, 
and  to  have  our  eyes  to  see  and  behold  where 
we  are ;  for  where  the  Lord,  in  infinite  mercy, 
does  condescend  to  enlighten  the  understand- 
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ing,  it  then  may  be  said,  Blessed  are  your  eyes, 
for  they  see;  blessed  are  your  ears,  for  they 
hear;  and  blessed  are  your  hearts,  for  they 
understand. 

Well,  friends,  the  language  of  our  blessed 
Redeemer  lies  on  my  mind,  may  you  be  enabled 
to  lean  on  his  divine  assistance.  “  What  I  say 
to  you,  I  say  to  ail :  Watch  and  pray,  lest  ye 
enter  into  temptation.”  There  is  no  such  thing 
as  pursuing  the  Christian  path,  without  this 
daily  exercise ;  but  while  we  maintain  watching 
and  prayer,  there  is  no  danger  to  be  feared, 
from  man  or  the  power  of  man,  nor  will  the  un¬ 
righteous  be  able  to  draw  such  aside :  he  has 
chosen  them.  “  But  I  have  chosen  you.”  It  is 
of  God’s  mercy.  He  has  chosen  you  and  or¬ 
dained  you,  that  you  should  go  forth  and  re¬ 
main  active.  We  ought  to  experience  a  going 
forward  in  our  journey — bringing  forth  fruit, 
then  should  we  have  the  enriching  reward  of 
living  by  the  fruit.  I  am  persuaded,  my  friends, 
there  are  some  not  far  from  nje  now,  whom  the 
Lord  keeps  continually  in  his  work,  and  he  de¬ 
signs  to  manifest  greater  things  to  them  yet. 
He  has  delivered  a  number  of  you  from  the 
power  of  darkness,  though  not  of  the  same  name 
as  I  am  of,  as  to  profession  of  religion.  I  am  con¬ 
vinced,  and  know,  that  the  day  of  Christ  advances ; 
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and  if  you  continue  in  righteousness,  you  will 
witness  it  to  become  brighter  and  brighter. 
You  may  have  seen  the  first  glimmering  of  the 
morning  light;  but  the  Lord  does  not  design  to 
leave  you  here,  but  to  lead  you  as  a  shepherd 
leads  his  flock,  gently  along.  He  led  his  fol¬ 
lowers  in  the  beginning,  as  they  were  able  to 
bear:  he  said  to  them:  iC  I  have  many  things 
to  tell  you,  but  ye  are  not  able  to  bear  them 
now.”  For  such  is  the  mercy  and  goodness  of 
God,  that  he  feeds  his  children  as  a  shepherd 
does  his  flock,  with  food  convenient  for  them. 
Perhaps  the  immediate  transition  from  unutter¬ 
able  darkness  and  death,  to  a  state  of  full  meri¬ 
dian  light  of  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  to  the 
soul,  would  be  almost  too  great  for  human  na¬ 
ture  to  bear  with ;  and,  therefore,  he  conde¬ 
scends  to  lead  us  step  by  step.  There  is  the 
state  of  children  in  Christ — there  is  the  state 
of  young  men,  the  state  of  strong  men ;  and 
there  is  another  state,  which  the  Lord  grant  we 
may  all  finally  attain,  through  his  mercy,  and 
that  is,  being  made  pillars  in  the  Lord’s  house, 
to  go  out  no  more  at  all.  Oh  that  all  of  us 
may  be  found  clothed  with  his  righteousness, 
having  the  shield  of  faith,  and  the  helmet  of 
salvation;  that  all  the  fiery  darts  that  may  be 
hurled  against  us,  may  neither  hurt  nor  wound. 
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Oh!  my  friends,  let  us  so  run,  that  we  may  ob¬ 
tain  the  prize  of  our  high  calling  in  Christ 
Jesus.  Do  not  let  us  be  double-minded.  My 
mind  seems  very  much  indeed  drawn  with  sym¬ 
pathy,  towards  the  children  of  our  heavenly 
Father,  and  I  wish  for  their  preservation,  both 
on  the  right  hand  and  on  the  left ;  that  we  may, 
with  a  true  heart,  follow  on  to  know  the  Lord 
Jesus.  Do  not  let  us  be  looking  too  much  to 
outward  things,  and  wanting,  as  it  were,  moun¬ 
tains  to  be  removed ;  remember  how  the  prince 
of  darkness  assailed  even  your  Lord  and  Mas¬ 
ter,  when  he  said  to  him :  {( If  thou  be  the  Son 
of  God,  command  that  these  stones  be  made 
bread.”  Remember  what  the  Lord  said  to 
him :  “  It  is  written,  that  thou  shalt  not  tempt 
the  Lord  thy  God;  but  him  thou  shalt  worship, 
and  him  only  shalt  thou  serve.” 

I  believe,  you  have  no  need  to  dispute  of 
being  called  of  God,  and  also  of  being  the 
chosen  of  him,  if  ye  abide  in  that  work  which 
is  necessary  for  all  saints  to  do  in  their  day  and 
place.  Our  Lord  says:  “  I  am  the  vine,  and  ye 
are  the  branches;  and  as  the  branch  cannot 
have  root  except  it  abide  in  the  vine,  so  neither 
can  ye,  except  ye  abide  in  me.”  Well,  what  is 
this  abiding  in  Christ?  Why  I  believe,  my 
friends,  it  is  this.  There  are  some  who  have 
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found  him  in  sincerity — they  have  found  him,  of 
whom  both  the  law  and  the  prophets  have 
written — they  have  found  him  in  reality,  to  their 
souls’  delight — they  have  known  the  promise 
fulfilled  in  these  gospel  days,  which  the  Lord 
declared  should  come  to  pass:  “In  these  days 
I  will  work  a  work  in  them,  and  dwell  in  them ; 
and  they  shall  be  my  people,  and  I  will  be  their 
God.”  They  have  known  the  Lord  and  no¬ 
thing  else.  There  is  no  other  power  can  raise 
the  dead  to  life ;  and  I  believe  it  is  as  great  a 
miracle  to  raise  those  that  are  dead  in  tres¬ 
passes  and  sin  to  newness  of  life,  and  to  bring 
them  into  the  enjoyment  of  that  life  which  is 
hid  with  Christ  in  God,  as  to  raise  the  natural 
body  from  the  grave.  So  that  if  we  are  in  the 
least  convinced  of  this,  we  see  that  miracles  are 
not  ceased;  for  every  soul  that  has  been  truly 
converted  to  God — every  soul  that  has  been 
dead  in  trespasses  and  sin,  and  has  had  it  made 
known  to  him  by  the  mighty  power  of  God, 
that  he  is  really  so  indeed,  and  has  been  living- 
ly  converted,  he  is  a  standing  miracle  of  the 
power  of  God. 

For  no  man  can,  by  human  reason,  nor  by 
any  conclusion  of  his  own,  prescribe  rules 
to  attain  this  heavenly  blessing:  we  may  sit 
down  as  long  as  we  will,  and  take  certain 
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rules  and  inodes  to  walk  by,  and  wherein  we 
ought  to  avoid  the  snares  and  temptations  which 
may  annoy  our  passing  along ;  but  we  shall  most 
assuredly  find  that,  without  the  revealed  power 
of  God  for  our  help,  all  these  resolutions  will 
be  nothing  more  than  characters  written  in  the 
sand,  that  a  strong  and  powerful  wind  of  tempt¬ 
ation  will  carry  away,  and  we  shall,  of  course, 
go  with  the  stream. 

Oh!  my  friends,  let  us  continue  in  that  word 
which  called  us  to  life,  whose  power  will  con¬ 
tinue  the  enjoyment  which  the  apostle  speaks 
of:  “  And  though  we  have  this  treasure  in  our 
earthen  vessels,  that  the  sufficiency  of  the  power 
is  of  God,  and  not  of  us.”  That  will,  my  Christian 
friends,  ever  keep  a  Christian  traveller  humble. 
It  strips  every  one  of  all  self-righteousness; 
for  we  have  only  Christ  our  righteousness,  and 
we  have  no  righteousness  but  that  which  we 
receive:  we  have  no  proprietary  in  it  at  ail. 
We  must  wait  for  it,  and  the  Lord  must  grant 
it  us  in  his  own  way  and  time.  And  the  true 
Christian  spirit,  is  an  humble,  waiting  spirit, 
with  an  eye  single  to  the  glory  of  God.  For, 
if  thine  eye  be  single  to  God,  thy  whole  body 
shall  be  full  of  light;  but,  if  thine  be  evil,  then 
thy  whole  body  shall  be  full  of  darkness.  If 
thou  art  not  looking  to  the  author  and  finisher 
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of  faith,  but  some  other  way:  if  thy  thoughts 
are  scattered  here  and  there,  and  looking  out¬ 
ward  for  any  thing  to  relieve  thee,  then,  in¬ 
stead  of  attaining  light,  thou  gettest  darker  and 
darker.  And  if  those  that  were  once  light,  be¬ 
come  dark,  oh !  how  great  is  this  darkness ;  and 
the  Lord  suffers  them  to  dwell  in  this  darkness, 
and  the  last  state  of  these  men  is  worse  than  the 
first.  This  I  am  bold  to  say,  as  my  belief.  So 
that  the  church  of  Christ  has  never  had  greater 
enemies  than  those,  who,  having  tasted  much  of 
the  Lord’s  mercy,  and  being  in  some  degree  en¬ 
lightened  ;  yet  they  in  the  end  have  proved  un¬ 
faithful,  and  turned  their  backs  upon  him,  like 
Judas.  I  wish,  with  all  my  heart,  you,  my  dearly 
beloved  in  the  Lord,  both  male  and  female, 
may  hold  on  your  way.  Stand  ye  fast  in  the 
glorious  liberty  wherewith  Christ  has  made  you 
free;  let  no  man  draw  you  back  again  to  the 
yoke  of  bondage ;  keep  your  place,  and  keep 
fast  where  the  Lord  has  brought  you.  He  will 
lead  you  more  and  more  into  the  glorious  mani¬ 
festation  of  his  power.  Why,  this  has  been  the 
way  in  all  generations.  We  need  not  be  over 
busy,  or  over  anxious  about  it,  if  we  abide  in 
the  truth ;  ever  looking  to  him,  saying  in  our 
hearts,  Thy  kingdom  come,  thy  will  be  done  on 
earth,  as  it  is  in  heaven.  If  we  can  truly  come 


to  this  state,  with  all  the  powers  of  the  soul, 
then  I  can  say  the  soul’s  redemption  is  half 
done  already;  the  work  is  half  gone  through, 
which  our  souls  long  for.  Notwithstanding,  I 
believe  there  is  no  perfection  here;  and  the 
highest  state  of  men  and  angels,  is  that  of  com¬ 
ing  to  God  in  humble  resignation;  and  he  has 
said,  “  Him  that  cometh  to  me,  I  will  in  no  wise 
cast  out.”  Oh!  let  us  continually  watch  and 
pray.  My  dearly  beloved  brethren  and  sisters,  I 
longed  to  see  the  countenances  of  you  once 
more,  before  I  left  this  favoured  city;  I  longed 
to  see  many  of  you  that  I  now  see,  that  we 
might  take  counsel  together— that  we  might  go 
up  to  the  house  of  the  Lord  together — that 
we  might  renew  our  covenants,  and  that  it 
might  be  an  evening  never  to  be  forgotten, 
nor  ever  to  be  repented  of,  either  in  time  or 
to  the  endless  ages  of  eternity.  Then  will  it 
be  an  anointing  from  the  Lord,  to  you  and  to 
me,  if  we  keep  on;  and,  having  the  shield 
of  faith,  and  the  helmet  of  salvation,  we  shall 
show  forth  what  the  Lord  has  done.  My  dear 
friends,  I  feel  a  loving  invitation  towards  such  of 
you  as  have  not  been  favoured  to  come  to  a  reso¬ 
lution  to  serve  the  true  and  living  God,  with 
all  your  time,  talents,  and  substance.  I  want 
some  of  these  to  draw  nigh,  and  partake  of  the 
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Lord’s  mercy;  who  is  in  this  day,  in  a  marvel¬ 
lous  manner,  stretching  forth  his  arm,  to  encir¬ 
cle  thousands,  and  tens  of  thousands,  within  the 
glorious  fold,  where  he  feeds  his  flock,  where 
he  causes  them  to  lie  down,  and  where  none 
are  able  to  make  them  afraid. 

Oh !  my  friends,  the  Lord’s  power  is  revealed 
through  many  infirmities:  there  is  not  one  jot 
or  tittle  of  it,  I  believe,  will  fail,  or  not  be 
accomplished,  which  has  been  spoken  by  his 
prophets.  Many  of  the  prophecies  are  clearly 
and  literally  accomplished  already;  and  the  Lord 
is  graciously,  in  the  present  day,  investing  his 
power  with  his  servants,  for  the  fulfilling  his 
prophecies.  Even  the  Ethiopian  is  stretching 
forth  his  hand  to  God  and  his  Christ;  they  are 
drawing  nigh,  and  the  coming  in  of  the  nations 
appears  to  be  hastening.  I  do  not  wish,  by  any 
means,  to  soar  in  flights  of  imagination ;  but  I 
think  I  have  been  with  many  pious  Christians, 
who  really  are  convinced  it  is  so. 

O  that  we  may,  when  we  are  favoured  with 
the  spirit  of  prayer  and  supplication,  at  the 
throne  of  grace,  pray  to  go  forward,  that  we 
may  experience  that  glorious  and  blessed  day. 
Our  days  are  passing  on ;  a  few  more  years  over 
many  of  our  heads,  and  our  sun  must  set — the 
curtain  of  the  evening  will  be  drawn  between 
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us  and  all  visible  things.  A  day  of  prosperity 
is  hastening  on,  a  thousand  times  more  glorious 
than  the  enjoyment  of  all  temporal  blessings. 
A  day  is  coming,  when  it  will  be  said,  time  is 
no  more ;  and  then  all  these  things  which  perish 
with  the  using,  will  be  nothing  more  than  a 
clod  of  earth,  all  the  enjoyments  of  this  earth 
having  passed  away.  But  if  you  are  found  at  the 
throne  of  grace,  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  will  give 
you  a  crown  of  glory,  for  ever  incorruptible,  that 
will  never  fade  away,  and  where  there  will  be 
no  room  for  sorrow.  And  I  am  persuaded,  that 
a  true  Christian,  passing  from  a  state  of  mortality 
to  a  state  of  immortality,  may  be  a  little  com- 
pared  to  passing  out  of  a  dark  into  a  glorious, 
dignified  mansion:  it  is  a  light  inconceivable, 
and  glory  inexpressible.  He  brings  them  here, 
in  this  state,  to  know  that,  if  they  keep  the  com¬ 
mandments  which  have  been  given  to  them, 
having  been  favoured  to  put  on  Christ,  that  he 
will  receive  them  in  his  Father’s  mansions,  where 
he  is  gone  before  them.  There  is  no  doubt  of 
it.  To  these,  death  has  no  terror;  the  sting  of 
death  having  been  drawn. 

My  beloved  friends,  let  us,  with  one  accord, 
draw  nigh,  and  receive  the  cup  of  blessing  from 
the  hand  of  our  merciful  God,  and  take  it  with 
thanksgiving ;  let  us  unite,  with  one  accord,  with 
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one  heart,  and  one  mind,  in  saying  to  him, 
u  Lord,  here  am  I:  do  with  me  what  seemeth 
good  in  thy  sight,  only  suffer  me  to  be  a  dis¬ 
ciple  of  thine.  “  It  is  this,  indeed,  will  draw  down 
the  blessing  to  you — it  would  make  you  dis¬ 
ciples  indeed ;  and  you  would  know  the  truth, 
and  the  truth  would  make  you  free.  It  would 
bring  you  into  that  glorious  liberty  which  the 
sons  of  God  enjoy,  through  his  divine  favour: 
it  would  set  you  free  from  the  yoke  of  bondage, 
which  many  of  you  are  brought  into ;  for,  in¬ 
deed,  the  whole  creation  are  under  these  yokes 
of  bondage.  Christ  is  the  appointed  Saviour 
and  deliverer.  Come,  my  brethren  and  sisters, 
enlist  yourselves,  in  your  various  situations  and 
capacities,  with  one  accord,  under  the  all-con¬ 
quering  captain  of  our  salvation ;  who  will  lead 
you  forth  conquering  and  to  conquer ;  who  is 
saying  at  this  time,  “  Him  that  cometh  to  me 
I  will  in  no  wise  cast  out ;  and  none  shall  be 
able  to  pluck  them  out  of  my  hands.’5 


A  PRAYER  AFTER  THE  SERMON. 

O  Lord  God  of  mercy,  thou  art  one  com¬ 
mon  Lord  of  all  thy  people,  and  thy  children 
cannot  do  less  than  adore  and  magnify  thine 
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unutterable  love:  thou,  who  art  stretching  forth 
thine  arm  all  the  day  long,  to  bring  back  all 
that  have  strayed  from  under  thine  holy  pro¬ 
tection  and  defence,  and  who  are  wandering  in 
bye-ways  and  crooked  paths,  which,  if  continued 
in,  will  finally  end  in  unalterable  separation  from 
the  glory  of  thy  presence.  O  Lord,  there  are 
those  in  this  assembly,  and  thou  seest  them,  who 
feel  they  are  unworthy  of  thy  gracious  dealings, 
and  they  approach  thee  with  blushing  of  face. 
Only,  O  Heavenly  Father,  confiding  in  thy  gra¬ 
cious  promises,  we  are  emboldened  to  draw  nigh, 
and  intercede  for  a  blessing  upon  the  present 
evening;  that  those  whom,  in  the  riches  of  thy 
mercy,  thou  hast  been  pleased  to  bring  as  from  a 
distant  country — from  a  land  of  darkness  and  of 
death,  to  behold  the  glory  of  the  gospel  of  thy 
dear  Son,  our  Redeemer ;  that  those,  O  Hea¬ 
venly  Father,  may  think  of  renewing  the  cove¬ 
nant  which  they  have  made,  to  follow  thee 
wheresoever  thou  art  pleased  to  lead  them.  O 
Holy  Father,  thou  knowest  that  none  are  able 
to  keep  their  covenant  with  thee,  but  as  thou 
art  pleased  to  assist  them  by  the  same  power 
which  at  first  enabled  them  to  make  covenant 
with  thee.  Continue,  O  Lord,  wre  pray  thee,  to 
be  our  protector  and  defence  on  every  side. 
Suffer  not  one  of  those  who  have  believed  on 


thy  name,  to  halt  in  their  minds,  or  to  turn 
aside  after  less  and  inferior  things;  and  thus  to 
forfeit  that  glorious  and  incorruptible  crown, 
which  thou  hast  laid  up  in  store  for  those 
thafr  continue  following  on  to  know  thee,  whom 
to  know  is  eternal  life.  O  Holy  Father, 
enlighten  them  day  by  day,  enlarge  their 
hearts,  that  they  may  know  more  and  more 
of  the  glorious  mystery  of  thy  kingdom ;  pour 
forth,  we  pray  thee,  thy  loving  and  abundant 
kindness,  that  they  may  more  and  more,  with 
holy  confidence,  he  enabled  to  go  on  their  way 
rejoicing  in  the  Lord.  O  Father,  we  pray 
thee,  he  with  us  in  the  hour  of  temptation :  suffer 
us  not  to  fall:  let  thine  arm  be  around  us.  O 
glorious  Lord,  be  near  unto  us,  that,  through 
thy  great  and  good  Spirit,  we  may,  after  having 
done  all,  stand  fast  in  the  glorious  liberty, 
for  which,  through  thy  dear  Son,  thou  art 
preparing  us.  We  commend  our  cause  to  thee, 
knowing  that  thou  art  able,  and  hast  given  a 
promise,  to  keep  thine  own  wheresoever  they 
are;  whether  assembled,  or  separated  from  each 
other.  Blessed  Father,  as  thou  art  pleased  to 
call  thy  servants  to  labour  in  thy  vineyard, 
we  humbly  pray  thee,  be  mouth  and  wisdom, 
strength  and  utterance,  to  all,  from  season  to 
season,  of  every  name  in  thy  professing  church; 
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that  so  they  may  preach  thy  word  with  the 
demonstration  of  thy  spirit,  and  with  power; 
that  many  that  are  afar  off,  being  baptized  under 
the  renewed  influence  of  thine  Holy  Spirit  over¬ 
shadowing  the  assembly  of  thy  dear  people, 
may  be  brought  in  unity  with  all  the  ransomed 
race ;  that,  casting  down  every  high  thought,  and 
every  lofty  imagination,  their  souls  may  exult 
in  living  accents  of  praise,  glory,  and  honour,  to 
thee,  the  Lord  God  and  the  Lamb,  who  livest 
and  reignest  for  ever  and  evermore.  Amen, 


THE  END 
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